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Von Robert Lawrence Smith : A Quaker Book Of Wisdom: Life Lessons In Simplicity, Service, And Common 
Sense  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Quaker Book 
Of Wisdom: Life Lessons In Simplicity, Service, And Common Sense: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Welcome in paperback - a good gift in hardcover!Von Nana AnnieThis book speaks for me, a relatively new Quaker 
without the family support mechanisms birthright Friends might take for granted! My own friends and family 
members ask me why I chose to become a Quaker; acquaintances and curious visitors sometimes ask me what Quakers 
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believe. The former is easier to answer than the latter, but this little book explains Friends in a welcoming manner that 
is easy to understand. Robert Smith touches on the history of Quakerism, his grandparents and growing up in 
Moorestown, New Jersey. He wrote the book because he believes there is a need in the world today for what he calls 
the compassionate Quaker message. The author voices his belief that "Quaker values of simplicity and silent 
contemplation, truth and conscience, seem more important now than ever before." He explains further. "To Quakers 
simplicity does not mean turning the clock back on progress or rejecting the benefits of modern science and 
conveniences of modern technology. Nor does it mean casting off one's possessions and embracing a life of poverty. 
And it certainly does not mean casting off joy." With all the currently popular books on Simple Living and spirituality, 
Smith's book stands out, speaking briefly and clearly in chapters titled Silence, Worship, Truth, Simplicity, 
Conscience, Nonviolence, Service, Business, Education and Family. In these brief chapters, he covers more issues 
than I can fit into this review -- Quaker history, his own military part in World War II, intermarriage, the internet, and 
more are within these pages. He weaves in quotes from Jesus, Martin Luther King Junior, Shakespeare, Rabindranath 
Tagore, as well as those from Friends past and present. The chapters fit together like quilt squares. Any one could be 
read and comprehended by itself, but as pieces of a whole, they reveal much more. A simple lifestyle, not necessarily 
"forsaking worldy goods" is connected with silent worship, bare walls, and simple folks. He tells us of his own 
childhood, of Quaker cousins who had more toys and possessions than he had, and of his own 'un-Quakerly jealousy." 
A trip to Toys 'R Us to buy a checker set with his grandson brings them down the action toys aisle, and leaves us to 
guess which his grandson found more appealing. He recognizes that there are increased difficulties these days when 
trying to sort out for children -- and for ourselves -- what is necessary from what is desired. The answer is the same as 
it has always been. "'What do I need?' is simplicity's fundamental questions, a question that rubs against our natural 
proclivity for acquiring things, a question few of us feel ready to address. America's favorite weekend activity is not 
participating in sports, gardening, hiking, reading, visiting with friends and neighbors. It's shopping." (pg. 54)He does 
not preach or focus on the Bible, but writes in an open and inclusive way about the variety within the Religious 
Society of Friends. "But for all their differences, Meetings for Worship are fundamentally the same. At each Meeing, a 
group of individuals gathers and, open to the word of God, waits in attentive,expectant silence for a spark of the divine 
in their midst. Sometimes it comes in words; sometimes in silence. The language of truth can often be heard in silence, 
if only we know how to listen." (p. 29)He closes the book with Ten Life Lessons, with explanations of each: Seize the 
Present; Love Yourself, whatever faults you have, and love the world however bad it is; Stop talking and listen to what 
you really know; Play soccer; Accept the fact that our lives are only partly in our hands; Believe in the perfectibility of 
yourself and society; Make your love visible in the world through your work; Seek justice in the world, but not in your 
own life; Look for the Light of God in everyone; Let your life speak."1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. I love this book! It's a great read for anyone!Von Ein KundeThis is an excellent book, which I reccommend 
for anyone, be they Quaker, Catholic, agnostic, whatever. This book simply offers basic ideas for how to live a 
meaningful life, and the content is truly universal. Far from trying to convert, the author is very open-minded. He 
doesn't look at the labels people give each others and themselves, but instead looks at what people do.1 von 1 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A great introduction to QuakerismVon Szanton@fas.harvard.eduThis is a 
wonderful book, whjich clearly and poignantly tells what Quakerism means to a first-class educator and a deeply 
decent man. I am a Quaker myself and it rings true; but readers who know nothing about Quakerism will enjoy it just 
as well.

Kurzbeschreibung"The most valuable aspect of religion," writes Robert Lawrence Smith, "is that it provides us with a 
framework for living. I have always felt that the beauty and power of Quakerism is that it exhorts us to live more 
simply, more truthfully, more charitably."Taking his inspiration from the teaching of the first Quaker, George Fox, and 
from his own nine generations of Quaker forebears, Smith speaks to all of us who are seeking a way to make our lives 
simpler, more meaningful, and more useful. Beginning with the Quaker belief that "There is that of God in every 
person," Smith explores the ways in which we can harness the inner light of God that dwells in each of us to guide the 
personal choices and challenges we face every day. How to live and speak truthfully. How to listen for, trust, and act 
on our conscience. How to make our work an expression of the best that is in us.Using vivid examples from his own 
life, Smith writes eloquently of Quaker Meeting, his decision to fight in World War II, and later to oppose the Vietnam 
War. From his work as an educator and headmaster to his role as a husband and father, Smith quietly convinces that 
the lofty ideals of Quakerism offer all of us practical tools for leading a more meaningful life. His book culminates 
with a moving letter to his grandchildren which imparts ten lessons for "letting your life speak.".deDuring a traditional 
Quaker meeting, the Friends sit in silent meditation. No one speaks unless they are moved to do so through the "still, 
small voice" of God within. As a result, spoken words are often spare, clear, and wise. A Quaker Book of Wisdom 
reads like the voice of a Sunday morning meeting. Author Robert Lawrence Smith is a lifelong Quaker and former 
headmaster of the Sidwell Friends School in Washington, D.C. (Chelsea Clinton's former alma mater). Reflecting on 



topics such as silence, simplicity, business, and family, Smith offers guidance on how to "let your life speak"--an 
important premise to the Quaker life of service. Smith's humble self-disclosures make this slim book especially 
endearing and accessible. In the chapter "Conscience," he divulges battlefield horrors that rival those in Saving Private 
Ryan--images that still haunt him long after he chose to fight fascism during World War II instead of becoming a 
conscientious objector, as many Quakers did. In the next chapter, "Non-Violence," Smith writes of an eye-opening 
shopping trip to Toys R Us where the action-figure warmongers are far more attractive to his grandson than the 
checkers game they were planning to purchase. In the final chapter, Smith offers "Ten Life Lessons" that he wishes 
someone had shared with him when he was growing up. Indeed, these lessons are even more valuable and certainly 
more provocative than the ones we learned in kindergarten. --Gail HudsonKurzbeschreibung"The most valuable aspect 
of religion," writes Robert Lawrence Smith, "is that it provides us with a framework for living. I have always felt that 
the beauty and power of Quakerism is that it exhorts us to live more simply, more truthfully, more charitably."Taking 
his inspiration from the teaching of the first Quaker, George Fox, and from his own nine generations of Quaker 
forebears, Smith speaks to all of us who are seeking a way to make our lives simpler, more meaningful, and more 
useful. Beginning with the Quaker belief that "There is that of God in every person," Smith explores the ways in which 
we can harness the inner light of God that dwells in each of us to guide the personal choices and challenges we face 
every day. How to live and speak truthfully. How to listen for, trust, and act on our conscience. How to make our work 
an expression of the best that is in us.Using vivid examples from his own life, Smith writes eloquently of Quaker 
Meeting, his decision to fight in World War II, and later to oppose the Vietnam War. From his work as an educator 
and headmaster to his role as a husband and father, Smith quietly convinces that the lofty ideals of Quakerism offer all 
of us practical tools for leading a more meaningful life. His book culminates with a moving letter to his grandchildren 
which imparts ten lessons for "letting your life speak." 


