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Von T.J. McTavish : A Theological Miscellany: 160 Pages of Odd, Merry, Essentially Inessential Facts, Figures, 
and Tidbits about Christianity  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised A Theological Miscellany: 160 Pages of Odd, Merry, Essentially Inessential Facts, Figures, and Tidbits 
about Christianity: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Theological trivial pursuitVon FrKurt MessickA student in my systematic theology class gave me this book a few days 
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ago, and I have already finished it once, and can tell it will be a regular companion. It is not a systematic theology text 
by any means -- what it is instead is a collection of trivia about Christianity, Christendom, the Bible and beliefs.There 
is no general organising principles behind the book other than if it is Christian, or even vaguely related to the subject, 
it might warrant a place here. For example, on page six there is a short section on Muslim beliefs about Jesus 
(including the idea that the prophet Muhammad believed the Christian Trinity to be referring to Jesus, Mary and God 
the Father; Muhammad was right in saying that this is not the Trinity and that Jesus never claimed it; however, that is 
not what the Christian concept of the Trinity is).There are various charts and lists. One example is the list of the 
signatories of the Declaration of Independence and their denominational affiliations; 13 of the signers are listed as of 
unknown affiliation, only one is listed as Roman Catholic, and none from outside Christianity.This is a book that 
leaves none out -- not even the Protestants, Catholics and Orthodox have exclusive claim in these pages, as McTavish 
lists half a dozen autocephalous (meaning, self-contained and self-regulating) groups beyond the big three. These 
include the Nestorians (at one time early in Christian history perhaps the dominant Christian body), the Abyssians, the 
Armenians (the first nation to formally adopt Christianity, in 301), the Coptics and the Jacobite/Oriental 
Orthodoxers.If you want to know who was good-looking in the Bible, you'll find the list here (various people are 
described as good-looking in different terms). If you'd like to know the names of the 16 men who might have had 
claim to being one of the 12 apostles (and we're not including Paul here), the list is in these pages. Most of us know 
people who are named for biblical characters (or at least whose names derive predominantly from biblical inspiration), 
but what are the least popular names? How many women have you known who were named Lo-Ruhamah, or how 
many men named Romamti-ezer?This is a little gem, full of fun facts and trivia in short, easily read and digested bits. 
Where something has a biblical reference, McTavish provides it. There is a subject index that concludes the text; 
unfortunately, there are no other reference materials such as notes or a bibliography (which would be helpful for 
authority and verification of some of the information).I am very grateful for this gift, and shall remember this as a 
potential gift for other friends, religious or not, who might be interested in knowing the odd bit of trivia here and there 
about Christianity (and, truly, some of it is very odd, such as the list of those excommunicated, which includes back in 
1054 both the Pope and patriarch of Constantinople; hmmm, does that mean the whole church is gone now?).Take and 
read!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. very goodVon Kundelike the volume about the Bible, 
the booklet offers a ton of Information in a readable manner. interesting for everybody

KurzbeschreibungEver felt mortally embarrassed when all your friends are discussing the merits of "the 5 points of 
Calvinism" and you don't have the foggiest idea what they're talking about? Ever kicked yourself for not knowing 
which popes reigned the shortest amount of time? (First on the list is Pope Urban VII, who ruled for a whopping 13 
days.)Well, where else could you find the answer to all your problems, but in A Theological Miscellany-a 
maddeningly addictive cornucopia of trivia and smorgasbord of stuff that will keep you up late at night, reading just 
one more page. The best little book of trivia and oddities you'll ever find. . . . And if not the best, then certainly in the 
top ten.KurzbeschreibungEver felt mortally embarrassed when all your friends are discussing the merits of "the 5 
points of Calvinism" and you don't have the foggiest idea what they're talking about? Ever kicked yourself for not 
knowing which popes reigned the shortest amount of time? (First on the list is Pope Urban VII, who ruled for a 
whopping 13 days.)Well, where else could you find the answer to all your problems, but in A Theological Miscellany-
a maddeningly addictive cornucopia of trivia and smorgasbord of stuff that will keep you up late at night, reading just 
one more page. The best little book of trivia and oddities you'll ever find. . . . And if not the best, then certainly in the 
top ten.Synopsis Ever felt mortally embarrassed when all your friends are discussing the merits of "the 5 points of 
Calvinism" and you don't have the foggiest idea what they're talking about? Ever kicked yourself for not knowing 
which popes reigned the shortest amount of time? (First on the list is Pope Urban VII, who ruled for a whopping 13 
days.) Well, where else could you find the answer to all your problems, but in "A Theological Miscellany" - a 
maddeningly-addictive cornucopia of trivia and a smorgasbord of fascinating facts that will keep you up late at night 
reading just one more page. The best little book of trivia and oddities you'll ever find. 


