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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Super
BuchVon Honeybal Lektorln dem vorliegenden Buch schildert der Autor seine Erfahrungen whrend seines
Afghanistan-Einsatzes im Sden des Landes. Er erhlt mit seiner Einheit und rtlichen Sicherheitskrften den Befehl die
Stadt Garmsir von den Taliban zu befreien und zu halten. Schon bald wird klar, dass dieser Auftrag aufgrund zu
weniger Truppen und der geschickten Kriegsfhrung des Gegners zur "Misson impossible” wird. Das Buch bietet einen
ungeschnten und authentischen Einblick in den Alltag der westlichen Kampftruppen und ihrer afghanischen
Verbndeten und Isst Zweifel am Sinn und an der V orgehenswel se des Einsatzes zurck. Sehr interessant - kann ich nur
empfehlen.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A nice story well toldVon Dale Turnerl don't
recall my motivation for reading this book, but in reality | do not regret it. Its awar book no questions there, but its not
an egotistical account of a one man army trying to take on the world. The story istold by aanormal guy just trying to
live out hislast yearsin the army, everyone can respect that. His account on Afgan is straight forward, sometimes
controversial for a soldier, and his deeds during his tour worthy of a medal, which he was later awarded by the
gueen.To wrap it up, well worth aread, will not win any literary prizes but thats not the purpose of the book. Read it,
perhaps along with a couple of othersif this book ignites your appetite for the subject, such as 3 para, to get an idea of
what day to day lifeis, or waslike in Afghanistan for a serving soldier.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. an exceptional bookVon T.H.A mesmerising read and an absolute eye-opener! Doug Beattie describes the
hard reality of the Afghan war, his warring feelings between duty, fear and love for hisfamily, and the threats the
soldiers had to face on a daily basis. An amazing and down-to-earth insight into the every day life of British soldiersin
Afghanistan.

KurzbeschreibungOn 11th September 2006 - exactly five years after the attacks on the Twin Towers - amaodern day
Rorke's Drift was played out in the town of Garmsir, known as the Taliban gateway to Helmand Province. 40-year-old
Capt. Doug Beattie of the 1stBattalion Royal Irish Regiment was charged with the mission to help retake Garmsir
from the Taliban. His commanders said it would take two days; it actually took two weeks of exhausting, bloody
conflict in which at times he would be one of only asmall unit up against a ferocious enemy in impossible
conditions.For his repeated bravery Doug Beattie was decorated with the Military Cross. AN ORDINARY SOLDIER
offers an extraordinary insight into the mission in Afghanistan and, crucially, the relationship between British troops
and the Afghans they serve alongside. Above al, it's Beattie's personal story of being what he modestly calls ‘an
ordinary soldier' - someone who balances being aloving father and husband with that of fighting in the world's most
hostile place. It demands to be read.Pressestimmeninterview ‘It had been a difficult period for Beattie when he spoke
to The Bookseller. A 19-year-old soldier in his battalion, whose girlfriend is pregnant, had recently lost aleg after
stepping on alandmine. And shortly before the interview, he witnessed a suicide bombing. "Only three days ago, a 15-
year-old boy walked just short of our camp and blew himself up,” he says. "It's just so futile for a 15-year-old to give
hislifein that way. The sights and smells...they will never leave you."" The Bookseller 25/7 'His gripping account of
the two-week battle is exhilarating, bloody, moving and terrifying. But that's only half of an action-packed career...'
News of The World 12/08 'l have no regrets about my Gulf War speech' Colonel Tim Collins reacts to Doug Besttie's
comments Sunday Telegraph 19/10 ORDINARY SOLDIER by Doug Beattie 'Captain Doug Beattie of the Royal Irish
Regiment is a man who neither minces his words nor flinches from action. "When | was 15 | shot my best mate in the
head," starts the second chapter in this compelling memoir of an army life. In the previous two years he had buried his
mother, who died of cancer and his favourite uncle, shot dead in a Loyalist feud. But Besttie is not a man who asks for
sympathy. Instead, he sought redemption by following his father and two elder brothersinto the British Army. His
book has drawn controversy for criticising the famous speech by Colonel Tim Collins on the eve of the 2003 war in
Irag...many will not like having it knocked down. By contrast, Beattie says, "like most Ulstermen my language is
straight out of the gutter”. Yet it is this that makes this memaoir such ariveting read...Beattie vividly describes the
horror of killing' The Sunday Times 26/10 'Of the battalion of courageous tales to emerge from the Iraq and Afghan
conflicts, this extraordinary account by an 'ordinary soldier' is one of the finest' Daily Mail 28/11 "We went there with
ministers believing we were going to a country with borders and districts. They didn't fully understand the tribal
concept of Afghanistan...[Afghans] don't see borders or boundaries and don't work to centralised government'
Interview, Metro, 27/11 'Final Chapter: Veteran soldier Doug Beattie bows out on the battlefield which played host to
his Military Cross-winning actions' Interview that the MOD tried to ban, Soldier Magazine Dec issue 'How do you tell
your wife you bayoneted another man, or dropped a 500Ib bomb on four wounded enemy soldiers, and then expect her
to look at you as the same husband and father of two who went away? Interview, Belfast Newsletter, Dec Issue
'‘Ambushed' 'After a nine-day battle, Capt Doug Beattie thought the fighting was over. Then he and his squad found
themselves surrounded...' Interview, Nuts Magazine 05/01 'The book becomes an hour-by-hour and at times minute-by-
minute account of the two weeks fighting in Garmsir alongside the Afghan government forces. It is not a book for the
squeamish. From the opening pages -- describing the immediate aftermath of a suicide bomb attack -- onwards, the



text islittered like the terrain of awar zone with body parts, spilt blood, violent language, military acronyms and all
the stuff of recurring nightmares. Because of the immediacy of the narrative, it gives aremarkably true idea of the
confusion and horror of close-quarter fighting. It also illustrates the dependence of ground troops on rapid air support
and the difficulty of ensuring the accuracy of this...What singles out the quality and courage of officers such as Beattie
is his determination to face whatever risks are involved for himself, rather than let others make fatal mistakes; as he
says, "we need to be at the front, at the point of contact”. | would not recommend this book to those with loved ones
currently serving in Afghanistan. But An Ordinary Solider will not only give an idea, after their safe return, of just
what they have been through, but also an insight into the spirit which has made the British Army what it is' Times
Literary Supplement 8/5 'Captain Doug Besttie of the Royal Irish Regiment is a man who neither minces his words nor
flinches from action. "When | was 15 | shot my best mate in the head," starts the second chapter in this compelling
memoir' Sunday Times 17/5 ‘Moving from the desert into the Green Zone, which straddles the Helmand River, islike
a scene from the Wizard Of Oz. The lifeless terrain of the desert (Kansas) giving way to the luscious colour of the
Green Zone (Oz). The men fix bayonets, fully aware that the enemy might appear as close as 15 metres away. High
levels of humidity and temperatures over 38C mean we tire quickly, so every opportunity is taken to rest. We get a call
from intelligence that women and children are seen leaving the area. Thisis a combat indicator that we are about to be
attacked. Appearing from nowhere, the enemy hits us with RPGs and small armsfire' 'Day in the Life of a Soldier’,
News of the World 19/7K urzbeschreibungOn 11th September 2006 - exactly five years after the attacks on the Twin
Towers - amodern day Rorke's Drift was played out in the town of Garmsir, known as the Taliban gateway to
Helmand Province. 40-year-old Capt. Doug Beattie of the 1stBattalion Royal Irish Regiment was charged with the
mission to help retake Garmsir from the Taliban. His commanders said it would take two days; it actually took two
weeks of exhausting, bloody conflict in which at times he would be one of only asmall unit up against aferocious
enemy in impossible conditions.For his repeated bravery Doug Beattie was decorated with the Military Cross. AN
ORDINARY SOLDIER offers an extraordinary insight into the mission in Afghanistan and, crucialy, the relationship
between British troops and the Afghans they serve alongside. Above all, it's Beattie's personal story of being what he
modestly calls'an ordinary soldier' - someone who balances being aloving father and husband with that of fighting in
the world's most hostile place. It demands to be read.



