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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooThere are two young men in Chris Lynch's new novel with reason to be angry.
Robert and Alexander have been raised by a single mother who struggles to make ends meet. Robert had the
unpleasant experience of meeting his father once, while Alexander knows nothing about his sperm donor. The two
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brothers are different as night and day, but still living at home and still sharing the same tiny room, they have
developed a sometimes strained but tolerable relationship.Robert, the older brother, attempts to describe his unusual
sibling. He wishes others would understand Alexander (Xan). In fact, he wishes he could understand him. Xan
definitely marches to the beat of a different drummer. Although smart enough, he quit school and spends his days just
hanging around, while Robert works hard for aloca mechanic so he can contribute to the household expenses. At the
same time, he also attends the local community college. These different approaches to life make for amost daily
arguments.Even though Xan irritates Robert, he tries to get his younger brother involved in activities that will get him
out of the house and hopefully build Xan's self-esteem. For a short time, soccer appears to be a possible solution, but
Xan's erratic behavior ends up turning the team against him.When Robert learns that Xan is starting to attend a class at
the community college aimed at inspiring social activism, he has hopes that maybe things are changing. Unfortunately,
Xan getsinvolved with aless than desirable group who call themselves the Good Causes. When the leader of the
group reveals some radical ideas that get him kicked out of the Social Responsibility class, Xan is already deeply
involved with the group.Robert watches from a distance until he discovers the group's activities are becoming more
violent. He fears Xan's need for acceptance will result in his involvement in a dangerous situation. In the meantime,
Robert's attempts to protect their mother from problems of her own have him battling his own angry impulses.Author
Chris Lynch expertly portrays two young adults struggling to find their way in aworld out to stack the odds against
them. Alexander is atypical misfit lucky enough to have a brother willing to stand up for him. Robert's hard work and
confidence isinspiring, even when it becomes obvious that heisn't as sure of himself as he would like people to
believe. Lynch makes great use of humor to lighten the tense moments in this sometimes rather dark tale.Reviewed by:
Sally Kruger, aka " Readingjunky"

KurzbeschreibungDelve into the mind of ateen whose journey of self-discovery leads to the unthinkable in this tense
and terse novel from award-wining author Chris Lynch.Alexander, who wants to be called Xan, isamisfit. He has
never fit innot in academics, sports, or socia life. Hes an awkward loner who hasnt been able to find his place in the
world. Robert is Xans half-brother, and unlike Xan, Robert seems to have hislife together. At eighteen, hes enrolled in
community college with adecent job and a great girlfriend. Robert often teases his brother, but hes also his biggest
supporter. No matter what, hes got Xans back. When Robert starts to suspect that Xan is traveling down a dangerous
path, he may be the only one who can save Xan from self-destructingbefore its too late. But can Robert save himself?
This edgy exploration of what goes on in the mind of someone pushed to the brink examines the seeds of extremism
that exist in everyoneand is sure to captivate readers of all kinds. Pressestimmen'Lynch cuts to the quick during this
short novel...It rings true."--Booklist* "For those who wonder about the roots of homegrown terror and extremism,
National Book Award Finalist Lynch pushes the spotlight from the individual to society in a story that can be brutal
and ugly, yet isn't devoid of hope."--Publishers Weekly, starred review* "The story iswell paced and provides an eerie
look into the small town of repressed aggression in which the boys grew up...A quick read, but one that will stay with
readers long after its over.School Library Journal, starred review"Lynch creates in Xan and Robert a set of truly
complex characters; there are no angels or devils here, just apair of young men on the brink of adulthood who cant
quite grasp the autonomy each craves and needs. Lynch continues to be an edgy yet compassionate spokesman for
working-class kids, respecting the dignity of modest aspirations even while critiquing the ethical shortcomings of his
characters."--The Bulletin of the Center for Children's BooksPressestimmen'Lynch cuts to the quick during this short
novel...It rings true."--Booklist* "For those who wonder about the roots of homegrown terror and extremism, National
Book Award Finalist Lynch pushes the spotlight from the individual to society in a story that can be brutal and ugly,
yet isn't devoid of hope."--Publishers Weekly, starred review* "The story iswell paced and provides an eerie look into
the small town of repressed aggression in which the boys grew up...A quick read, but one that will stay with readers
long after its over.School Library Journal, starred review"Lynch createsin Xan and Robert a set of truly complex
characters; there are no angels or devils here, just a pair of young men on the brink of adulthood who cant quite grasp
the autonomy each craves and needs. Lynch continues to be an edgy yet compassionate spokesman for working-class
kids, respecting the dignity of modest aspirations even while critiquing the ethical shortcomings of his characters.”--
The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books



