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Von John Gimlette : At the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig: Travels through Paraguay  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised At the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig: Travels through 
Paraguay: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein sehr 
interessantes Buch ber ParaguayVon LuisAll in all, this is a very interesting book. I have learned more about my 
country's history from this book than I did in all my years in Paraguayan schools. It is a must read for all Paraguayans 
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and everyone in general, why for everyone in general? Well, it has many historical facts about Americans, Germans, 
Australians, Italians, English, Indians, Jesuits, South Americans, the Nazis, etc. and their relationship to Paraguay. It 
has been wonderfully researched and is full of awesome facts and numbers. I can only recommend this book; it also 
has lots of old pictures and funny passages. The book is not perfect, it contains lots of misspelled Spanish and Guarani 
words and proper names, something that doesn't belong to any book. What I personally dislike the most is the fact that 
the author gave the book the weirdest title. I have never met anyone that has ever heard of those inflatable pigs, it was 
probably some kind of Pokemon/Tamaguchi wave that lasted for a few days, and he dedicated the book's title to it... 
What I also didn't like are some of his generalizations and comments about him being home sick or missing the UK 
when he couldn't find a real English Bar in Paraguay.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. los 
paraguayosVon kkbsThe book is highly readable, as it is nicely written and the topic is strong, i.e. the story of 
Paraguay. Although I agree that the book title nearly deterred me from buying the book, luckily I bought it anyway 
and did not regret it. Gimlettes interweaves his own experience on his Argentine exile with reports on various issues 
(like nazi war criminals or presidential architecture) and with the Paraguayan history (were the book really becomes 
strong), which consisted of many huge and devastating wars for such a small nation.

KurzbeschreibungParaguay - the name conjures up everything most exotic and extreme in South America. It's a place 
of hellish jungles, dictators, fraudsters and Nazis, utopian experiments, missionaries and lurid coups. It's not a place 
for the timid tourist. It doesn't even have its own guidebook. But Paraguay, as revealed in this outstanding new travel 
book, is among the most beautiful and captivating countries in the world. The beguiling Paraguayans, despised and 
feared by their neighbours, are unfathomable. They adore Diana, Princess of Wales, as if she were still alive and 
hundreds volunteered to fight for Britain in the Falklands War. Their politics are Byzantine but when the Vice-
President is murdered, they call in Scotland Yard. Discover more about the unique traditions of South American 
culture through this fascinating piece of travel journalism..deAt the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig chronicles the history 
of Paraguay from the discovery and conquest of the primitive tribes in the seventeenth century to the string of tin pot 
dictators who have dominated the country ever since. John Gimlette first visited Paraguay as the Falklands war 
erupted. He's been back several times since and writes with affection, bewilderment and a wry humour about this most 
bizarre, bloodthirsty and fascinating of countries. It's a tale of unbelievable corruption and cruelty, idealism and 
ignorance. European Jesuits converted the cannibals and set up Arcadian communes only to have them crushed by 
their own rapacious countrymen. German Anabaptists escaped to Paraguay to set up religious communes while other 
Germans washed up in Paraguay and ended up supporting Hitler and sheltering Nazi criminals after the war. Gimlette 
records it all with verve, precision and a rollicking sense of timing. He has presented us with a page-turner of a travel 
book that mixes culture and criminality, decadence and despair with a bizarre flair that must approximate the country 
itself. --Dwight Longenecker.co.ukAt the Tomb of the Inflatable Pig chronicles the history of Paraguay from the 
discovery and conquest of the primitive tribes in the seventeenth century to the string of tin pot dictators who have 
dominated the country ever since. John Gimlette first visited Paraguay as the Falklands war erupted. He's been back 
several times since and writes with affection, bewilderment and a wry humour about this most bizarre, bloodthirsty 
and fascinating of countries. It's a tale of unbelievable corruption and cruelty, idealism and ignorance. European 
Jesuits converted the cannibals and set up Arcadian communes only to have them crushed by their own rapacious 
countrymen. German Anabaptists escaped to Paraguay to set up religious communes while other Germans washed up 
in Paraguay and ended up supporting Hitler and sheltering Nazi criminals after the war. Gimlette records it all with 
verve, precision and a rollicking sense of timing. He has presented us with a page-turner of a travel book that mixes 
culture and criminality, decadence and despair with a bizarre flair that must approximate the country itself. --Dwight 
Longenecker 


