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Von Michael Pronko : Beauty and Chaos: Slices and Morsels of Tokyo Life (English Edition)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beauty and Chaos: Slices and Morsels of 
Tokyo Life (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Tokyo 
vignettes from a man that rightly, regardless of his origin, can be called insiderVon Helpful AdviceVisiting Tokyo is 
an experience that is hard to forget, something that, no matter how experienced world traveler you are, is not 
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comparable with anything else anywhere in the world.Michael Pronko has lived and wrote in and about Tokyo for 
fifteen years. Working as a professor at Meiji Gakuin University and teaching American literature, culture, film, 
music, and art, Pronko is a man that rightly, regardless of his origin, can be called insider. As he nicely wrote -fielding 
questions from his students about Jackson Pollock or Kurt Vonnegut and then wandering through Shinjuku's neon 
mayhem always puts ideas for writing into his head, while teaching also keeps him searching for the heart of life in the 
world's biggest city.The essays Pronko published in his book Beauty and Chaos: Slices and Morsels of Tokyo Life 
were originally published in Newsweek Japan in Japanese and then they were collected in a single book almost ten 
years ago. Two additional collections that were also made in Japanese followed The Other Side of English - An Anti-
Grammar Manifesto and Tokyo's Mystery Deepens, both soon available in English, as well.With Beauty and Chaos 
the author managed to perfectly convey the spirit of this extraordinary Japanese city in a series of interesting, 
humorous and yet extremely educational essays. Or as Pronko says 'writing about Tokyo is like catching fish with a 
hollow gourd.'Speaking about the subjects of his essays, the most of them made in several pages are different, some of 
them even unexpected with its topics. As a man raised somewhere else, Pronko manages to observe things not as 
noticeable to locals, but also overlooked by people that visit Tokyo. The author succeeds to take reader to the places 
one will not hear about in tourism ads, providing a different view of this unordinary megalopolis.Therefore, if you 
plan to visit Tokyo for the first time or know someone else that soon will travel to the Far East, I recommend to 
surprise yourself or that person with the great book gift - except that coming home will be with a bit different 
memories, Tokyo will be experienced in much deeper and more personal way.I was given a copy of this book by the 
author for the purpose of unbiased review, while all the presented information is based on my impressions.0 von 0 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great Read before travelling to JapanVon Sophie CayeuxEnjoyable. 
Interesting to read before or after a travel to Japan. The book will definitely enhance ones experience of Tokyo. I am a 
lover of Japan so this is why I picked this book to read. It is a series of short essays. What I find good about the book 
is that it doesnt have to be read all at one time. One can pick up a topic of interest at random and enjoy the authors 
essay about it. The prose is faultless, clear and easy to read. It offers a personal view but the author has a great insight 
into the life of that city and the behaviour of its inhabitants. It has opened my eyes to some aspects of that amazing city 
that I didnt know. The next time I visit Japan, I will certainly observe what Ive read about and not noticed before and 
this will definitely enhance the pleasure I derive from my trip. THE ISLAND GIRL (THE MAURITIUS MIGRANTS 
SERIES Book 2) (English Edition)

KurzbeschreibungTokyo--City of Contradictions? Yes and no! The largest city in the world teems with chaotic energy 
and serene, human-scale beautyWant to know the real city? Writing about Tokyo for over 15 years, essayist and 
professor Michael Pronko opens up Tokyo life and reveals whats beneath the gleaming, puzzling exterior of the 
biggest city in the world. Whether contemplating Tokyos odd-shaped bonsai houses, endless walls of bottles, pachinko 
parlors, chopstick ballet or the perilous habit of running for trains, the 45 essays in Beauty and Chaos explore Tokyo 
from inside to reveal the citys deeper meanings and daily pleasures. In turns comic, philosophic, descriptive and 
exasperated, Pronkos essays have been popular with Japanese readers for more than a decade. Essay Topics 
Include:Waiting to Blossom Cherry Tree MapsThe Shout of English T-Shirts Hanging MenusInside the Smallest 
PlacesStanding LibrariesIf youre traveling to Tokyo, these essays enlarge the significance and illuminate the 
contradictions of this fast-paced megalopolis. Part travelogue, part comparative culture, and all creative essay, Beauty 
and Chaos taps the mysteries of Tokyo and lets the meanings flow.Pronko writes about Japanese culture, art, jazz, 
society, architecture and politics for Newsweek Japan, The Japan Times, Artscape Japan, as well as other venues. He 
has appeared on NHK and Nippon Television and runs his own website, Jazz in Japan (www.jazzinjapan.com). He 
teaches American Literature and Culture at Meiji Gakuin University in Tokyo and after class wanders Tokyo 
contemplating its intensity. Praise for Beauty and ChaosJapanese who are used to Tokyo are caught off guard by his 
conclusions derived from careful observation, and are struck dumb. Tokyo, the city we are so careless of, suddenly 
starts to become glorious. It is a wonder! Chunichi Shimbun (Newspaper) Giving up the bias and seeing the city with 
completely different standards, you will see the unexpected, attractive face of Tokyo. This book is a guide for 
rediscovering Tokyo that lets us see the city with unique new features. Nikkan Gendai (Newspaper) Japanese version 
available from KADOKAWA Publishers as: Scroll up and grab a copy today.KurzbeschreibungTokyo--City of 
Contradictions? Yes and no! The largest city in the world teems with chaotic energy and serene, human-scale 
beautyWant to know the real city? Writing about Tokyo for over 15 years, essayist and professor Michael Pronko 
opens up Tokyo life and reveals whats beneath the gleaming, puzzling exterior of the biggest city in the world. 
Whether contemplating Tokyos odd-shaped bonsai houses, endless walls of bottles, pachinko parlors, chopstick ballet 
or the perilous habit of running for trains, the 45 essays in Beauty and Chaos explore Tokyo from inside to reveal the 
citys deeper meanings and daily pleasures. In turns comic, philosophic, descriptive and exasperated, Pronkos essays 
have been popular with Japanese readers for more than a decade. Essay Topics Include:Waiting to Blossom Cherry 



Tree MapsThe Shout of English T-Shirts Hanging MenusInside the Smallest PlacesStanding LibrariesIf youre 
traveling to Tokyo, these essays enlarge the significance and illuminate the contradictions of this fast-paced 
megalopolis. Part travelogue, part comparative culture, and all creative essay, Beauty and Chaos taps the mysteries of 
Tokyo and lets the meanings flow.Pronko writes about Japanese culture, art, jazz, society, architecture and politics for 
Newsweek Japan, The Japan Times, Artscape Japan, as well as other venues. He has appeared on NHK and Nippon 
Television and runs his own website, Jazz in Japan (www.jazzinjapan.com). He teaches American Literature and 
Culture at Meiji Gakuin University in Tokyo and after class wanders Tokyo contemplating its intensity. Praise for 
Beauty and ChaosJapanese who are used to Tokyo are caught off guard by his conclusions derived from careful 
observation, and are struck dumb. Tokyo, the city we are so careless of, suddenly starts to become glorious. It is a 
wonder! Chunichi Shimbun (Newspaper) Giving up the bias and seeing the city with completely different standards, 
you will see the unexpected, attractive face of Tokyo. This book is a guide for rediscovering Tokyo that lets us see the 
city with unique new features. Nikkan Gendai (Newspaper) Japanese version available from KADOKAWA Publishers 
as: Scroll up and grab a copy today. 


