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Realistic Picture of Life With a Child With Multiple ChallengesV on BeatleBangs1964The world was first introduced
to Zachariah in the January 1980 article of "Redbook" magazine. Fern Kupfer writes with a clear, clean, crisp and very
direct style that is sureto reach all readers.In more recent years, her severely developmentally delayed son's progress
has been updated in this book. It made the reader feel somewhat bonded to the Kupfers (Fern Kupfer has written some
delightful fictional storiesthat have appeared in "Redbook" and other magazines) and all the more interested in the
approaches used to teach and raise this perpetual infant.Zachariah's older sister, Gabi, provides comic relief. Bright
and verbal, Gabi possesses a savvy that shows up at avery early age. Wonderfully original, Gabi is never at aloss to
express herself and her mixed feelings about her brother. One does sense that Gabi feelsareal loss. Her brother ison
the developmental plane of an infant and most likely will remain an infant for the rest of hislife. Sheisfunny, lovable
and unflinchingly honest in her assessments. It is through Gabi that one gets an even clearer picture of life with aloved
one who is severely developmentally delayed.Some years have passed since the latest update on Zachariah's progress.
The residential program in lowawhere we last checked in with Zachariah sounded like awonderfully humane place
and one where persons living as perpetual infants got good, loving care and full protection. On a sad postscript,
Zachariah has since died, but the message of hislife and life with him resonates in the hearts of all who recognize and
appreciate hearing an honest perspective instead of a sugar-coated self-congratulatory account like Karen. Ein cerebral
gelhmtes Mdchen auf dem Weg ins Leben. and With Love from Karen and Wren which are of the "Father Knows
Best" ilk.Read this with Wo fahren wir hin, Papa? and Shut Up About. . . Your Perfect Kid!: The Movement of
"Imperfection”. These are ideal companion books to this one.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
An important and rarely-heard perspectiveVon Ein KundeAs the sister of a profoundly retarded young man, |
recommend this book to anyone related to or otherwise close to a person whose mental functioning is severely
impaired. While there is much material available on the mildly and moderately retarded, few books are written about
the lives of the severely and profoundly retarded and their families. Fern Kupfer tells her family's story well, and by
including quotations from many other parents of severely retarded children, she also putsthat story into perspective.
Her family's decision to place Zachariah in residential care was not made lightly or easily, and those who are
struggling with their choicesin caring for their relatives will find this book compassionate and helpful, as well as
refreshingly honest. This book is also an important reminder to all that while the vast magjority of retarded people can
be "mainstreamed" with success, a significant minority do need alevel of lifetime care that is extraordinarily difficult
for afamily to provide.0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. If | ruled the world, every parent
would have to read this!!'VVon Eva ReynoldsT his book is especially helpful and insightful for those of uswho have
handicapped children, but | really believe every mom or dad could learn from it. Although the "I'm so glad it's you and
not me" phrase isthrown at us "specia” parents way too often, there's some truth to the fact that most parents never
have to deal with anything that remotely comes close to the things that happen daily when afamily includes a disabled
child. | especially appreciated the stories in the book from other parents of disabled children. Ms. Kupfer hit it right on
the mark when she brought up the issue about "accepting” her child's disability. | wish the therapists and care
providers and docs could get hold of that concept and really understand it. Awesome, wonderful book. It's old, but still
good -- and very applicable in our society today that is pushing to do away with institutions for the disabled. What has
always made our country great is our freedoms and our wonderful ability to choose out of all the opportunities
available to us. Some would take this choice (to make use of institutions) away and call it astep in the right direction.
They are sadly mistaken. Read this book and you will not be disappointed.

KurzbeschreibungThe heart-wrenching story of one couple's courageous decision to have their severely brain-damaged
son cared for in aresidentia facility.



