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Von H G Bissinger : Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Life 
imitates sportsVon Brian D. RubendallLike all great books about sports, "Friday Night Lights" is really about life. 
Specifically life in a football-crazed small town in Texas. But before any of us outsiders start feeling superior, we 
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should reflect that the book is really about America and the way we overvalue athletic ability. The people of the town 
felt betrayed when they realized that author H.G.Bissinger was going to tell the whole story, warts and all. But he has 
written a masterful social history and one that has many implications beyond the gridiron.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. A New View of FootballVon KarenH.G. Bissinger, an investigating reporter for the 
Chicago Tribune, feels the necessity to write an entire book on the traditions and segregation surrounding a single 
season with the Permian Panthers of Odessa, Texas. Being from a similar size school with a modified version of 
football madness, I felt a connection with the subject matter, but that is where my connection ended. Bissinger's 
background as a reporter is highlighted in his writing. The basic who, what, when, where, and why is covered in great 
detail. Bissinger sets out to prove some monumental point about the insanity of West Texas football but finishes with 
an extended new article. I left the book feeling let down as well as shocked by the actions of the town. Bissinger has 
done his research. With interviews with what seems like everyone in town, the reader has a better understanding of the 
feelings of all people. Everyone from the first Mexican- American school board member to the coaching staff is 
interviewed.I appreciate his throughness on such sensitive subjects like the obvious racism of the town. However, this 
style does not lend itself to an engaging plot. Bissinger has also uncovered an interesting side of what may seem to be 
a passionate oil town. Bissinger chose not to ignore the obvious racial undertones of Odessa. As a former Permian All-
State running back commented on the destruction of the "Mojo" school spirit, "I blame it on the niggers' coming to 
Permian. People say you can't win without the blacks, but we did." This comment was made not in the 1960s but in 
1988. The school was not actually integrated until the early 1980s. A divided community can only rally around one 
thing, "Mojo" football. This idea is beaten into the reader's mind by Bissinger's somewhat repetitive writing. Bissinger 
also chronicals the football season, game by game. He explains, hit by hit, the triumph and defeat of the players. I was 
amazed by his ability to cover all aspects of the game. Even when the events happen simultaneously. Bissinger records 
the Coaches' firery half time pep talk and the band's "hell- bent rendition of 'Gee, Officer Krupke'". I'm not sure if this 
made Bissinger a track star or if it hurt his credibility in the eyes of a reader. This book was interesting for me because 
it has been my brother's, a high school and college football player, favorite and revealed an exaggerated version of my 
own high school experience. This is not a book for everyone. The journalistic style did not grip my interest as other 
books have. If football isn't a topic of choice for you, or if you enjoyed Bissinger's newspaper style, try a Jon Krakauer 
book. (My personal favorite is Into the Wild.) Despite his blunt presentation, Bissinger effectively chronicals the life 
of a town, a team, and their dreams.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A truly incredible 
readVon Oscar ArguijoI finally got around to reading this book just recently; I wish I had read it when it came out in 
1990. "Buzz" Bissinger pulls no punches in telling it like it is, how a high school football team can be the main 
rallying point of an otherwise isolated community, several hundred miles from the nearest large metropolitan area; a 
community whose residents are deeply religious, God-fearing, and shamelessly prejudiced and intolerant of non-
whites.I remember the controversy this book caused shortly after its release. Having read it, I now understand why: In 
a community where there's otherwise "nothing to do," a local high school football team can unite people of all races, 
incomes, cultures, etc. I should know: I used to live in Lubbock, not too far from Odessa; the townfolks share the same 
conservative beliefs and euphoric passion for football. Bissinger's metaphor-rich style of writing really made me feel 
as if I was back in West Texas. The similarity of the two cities was uncanny. I began to read in search of something 
startling and controversial; instead it brought back a lot of memories. As I learned, the people of Odessa and Lubbock 
are strikingly similar (except Lubbock also has collegiate football, from Texas Tech University, to root for, as well as 
a few local high schools). I found Bissinger's descriptions totally accurate, if not downright eerie.In the end, I couldn't 
help but feel for the 17- and 18-year-olds who had to endure the pressure to produce one victory after another, and the 
supporters' shameless win-or-else attitude. Bissinger's ability to empathize with America's appetite and obsession for 
winning really drove home the point. When I finished reading it, I cried. This book was THAT soul-stirring.To 
Stephanie, a Permian High School grad who wrote a review of this book in May 1998: I'd advise you to read "Turning 
The Page - '88 Permian team still can't escape glare of 'Friday Night Lights,'" by Dave Caldwell (The Dallas Morning 
News, November 24, 1999). You called Bissinger "a liar," but Jerrod McDougal, whose loud Bon Jovi music was 
mentioned in the introduction, said "The Book [as it's known in Odessa] painted a pretty ugly portrait of the town, but 
there's not a lie in it." And Randy Ham, a Permian grad who works at a bookstore in Odessa, mentioned, "It is a 
bitingly accurate portrayal of the town. It really is."Mike Wallace, the "60 Minutes" correspondent, said that "'Friday 
Night Lights' reads like fiction; unhappily, it is fact." I feel that's all one needs to know to prepare for this truly 
incredible read.

KurzbeschreibungIn the state of Texas American football is a religion. And nowhere is more fanatical about its 
football than the small town of Odessa. There, every Friday night from September to November, a bunch of seventeen-
year-old kids play their hearts out for the honour of their high school. In front of 20,000 people. In 1988 H.G. 
Bissinger spent a season in Odessa discovering just what makes a town pin its hopes on eleven boys on a football field. 



He lived with the students, coaches and townspeople who dedicate their lives to their team, sharing their joys and 
triumphs, their pains, injuries and bitter disappointments. He returned with a compassionate but hard-eyed story of a 
town riven by money, race and class, where a high school can spend more on medical supplies for its athletic program 
than on its English department. Friday Night Lights is one of the best books about sport ever written. It is the story of 
how dreams and reality collide, at once glorious and immensely sad. Because for the 30-odd boys of the Permian 
Panthers, these days will have been the best of their lives..deSecular religions are fascinating in the devotion and 
zealousness they breed, and in Texas, high school football has its own rabid hold over the faithful. H.G. Bissinger, a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, enters into the spirit of one of its most fervent shrines: Odessa, a city in decline in 
the desert of West Texas, where the Permian High School Panthers have managed to compile the winningest record in 
state annals. Indeed, as this breathtaking examination of the town, the team, its coaches, and its young players 
chronicles, the team, for better and for worse, is the town; the communal health and self-image of the latter is directly 
linked to the on-field success of the former. The 1988 season, the one Friday Night Lights recounts, was not one of the 
Panthers' best. The game's effect on the community--and the players--was explosive. Written with great style and 
passion, Friday Night Lights offers an American snapshot in deep focus; the picture is not always pretty, but the image 
is hard to forget..comSecular religions are fascinating in the devotion and zealousness they breed, and in Texas, high 
school football has its own rabid hold over the faithful. H.G. Bissinger, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, enters into 
the spirit of one of its most fervent shrines: Odessa, a city in decline in the desert of West Texas, where the Permian 
High School Panthers have managed to compile the winningest record in state annals. Indeed, as this breathtaking 
examination of the town, the team, its coaches, and its young players chronicles, the team, for better and for worse, is 
the town; the communal health and self-image of the latter is directly linked to the on-field success of the former. The 
1988 season, the one Friday Night Lights recounts, was not one of the Panthers' best. The game's effect on the 
community--and the players--was explosive. Written with great style and passion, Friday Night Lights offers an 
American snapshot in deep focus; the picture is not always pretty, but the image is hard to forget. 


