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Excellent biography! A balanced portrait of a great |eaderVon Mike Powers'General James Longstreet, The
Confederacy's Most Controversial Soldier: A Biography" isa candid, fair and balanced portrait of a man who should,
but doesn't, rank at the top of any list of the greatest American military leaders. James Longstreet's place in history has
always been shrouded in controversy, much of it of his own making. In the decades since the Civil War, he has
traditionally been blamed by historians for the Confederate army'sloss at Gettysburg, and condemned for his service
in the Grant administration as atraitor to the "Lost Cause." Jeffry D. Wert's able pen (he writesin avery clear, concise
and easily comprehensible style) and obviously meticulous research presents Lee's "old war-horse" as a general
possessed with great strategic vision, an outstanding ability to lead troopsin the field, and with tactically conservative,
yet sound, instincts. Longstreet's personal flaws - his inability to control his emotions and support his superiors when
he disagreed with them, and his vindictiveness toward his subordinates when they disagreed with him - are also fully
explored. The author's admiration for his subject is evident throughout this book. The overall portrait that emergesis
favorable - agenera beloved by his troops and depended upon for hiswise counsel and military skills by his boss,
General Robert E. Lee; but also amilitary leader capable of serious misjudgments both on the field of battle, and in his
dealings with both his superiors and subordinates. Thisis one of the better biographies of one of the major figures of
the Civil War, and abook | enjoyed thoroughly. | would have preferred a bit more detail on Longstreet's life after the
Civil War, but that is my only (and very minor) reservation. Highly recommended for all Civil War enthusiasts! 1 von
1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This book gives "revisionism" a better name.Von Ein Kundel
approached this book as a Georgian brought up on Lost Cause mythology and whose great and great-great
grandfathers served under Longstreet for the entire period that Anderson's division remained in | Corps. Wert does an
excellent job of showing Longstreet as a solid, reliable, and efficient wing and corps commander, something | submit
distinguishes him among the CS commanders at this level. Clearly, Longstreet lacked the disposition, perhaps even the
skill, to provide Jackson's or A. P. Hill's flashes of brilliance, but unlike both of them, he could be relied upon. It is not
easy to like him, even with Wert's favorabl e treatment, but he does not deserve the fate to which the Virginia clique
has cast him. A good, readable work that objectively treats a much maligned and misunderstood man.2 von 2 Kunden
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. At times an interesting Read.V on Ein KundeThis was a pretty good book on
James Longstreet. Will you learn anything new? Not really! Will any of your questions about the L ongstreet
controversy be answered? Again no! But it isawell written overview of Longstreet and the war. Y ou could do better,
you could do worse.

KurzbeschreibungGeneral James Longstreet fought in nearly every campaign of the Civil War, from Manassas (the
first battle of Bull Run) to Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chickamauga, Gettysburg, and was present at the surrender at
Appomattox. Yet, he was largely held to blame for the Confederacy's defeat at Gettysburg. General James L ongstreet
sheds new light on the controversial commander and the man Robert E. Lee called my old war horse..deThisisn't the
first biography to be written on Confederate General James Longstreet, but it's the best--and certainly the one that pays
the most attention to Longstreet's performance as a military leader. Historian Jeffry D. Wert aimsto rehabilitate

L ongstreet's reputation, which traditionally has suffered in comparison to those of Robert E. Lee and Stonewall
Jackson. Some Southern partisans have blamed Longstreet unfairly for the Confederate defeat at Gettysburg; Wert
corrects the record here. He is not uncritical of Longstreet's record, but he rightly suggests that if Lee had followed
Longstreet's advice, the battle's outcome might have been different. The facts of history cannot be changed, however,
and Wert musters them on these pages to advance a bold claim: "Longstreet, not Jackson, was the finest corps
commander in the Army of Northern Virginia; in fact, he was arguably the best corps commander in the conflict on
either side." Wert describes his subject as strategically aggressive, but tactically reserved. The bulk of the book
appropriately focuses on the Civil War, but Wert also briefly delvesinto Longstreet's life before and after it. Most
interestingly, it was framed by a friendship with Ulysses S. Grant, formed at West Point and continuing into old age.
L ongstreet even served in the Grant administration--an act that called into question his loyalty to the Lost Cause, and
explainsin part why Wert's biography is a welcome antidote to much of what has been written about this controversial
figure. --John J. MillerPressestimmenJdohn Eisenhower The New Y ork Times Book For those who cut their teeth on
such historians as Douglas Southall Freeman and Bruce Catton, General James Longstreet provides insights and
viewpoints well worth the time and effort to read it.Stephen B. Oates author of Abraham Lincoln: The Man Behind the
Myths A brilliant, provocative, riveting life, so much so that | found it impossible to put down. If | had to recommend
just one biography of a Confederate military figure, this would be it.Edward Colimore The Philadelphia Inquirer The
best biography to date on this controversial soldier'slife: thoroughly researched, fair and totally convincing.Lynwood
Abram Houston Chronicle A solid and richly detailed piece of military history. It casts strong light on atalented,
complex and fascinating figure.Gary Anderson The Washington Times A "must read" for Civil War buffs.John J.
Hennessy author of Return to Bull Run This provocative, well-written study should stand in the front rank of
Confederate military biography.Albert Castel author of Decision in the West: The Atlanta Campaign of 1864 By far



the best biography yet to be written of Lee's"old war horse." Alan T. Nolan author of Lee Considered: General Robert
E. Lee and Civil War History Jeffry D. Wert gives us a historian's view of the general....[An] excellent addition to
Civil War literature.



