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Von George MacDonald : Lilith, a romance (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Lilith, a romance (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Absolutely Brilliant - A Deep Journey into the InnerworldVon John Roland PennerLillith is the result of a full and 
mature exploration of the "otherworld" by an author who knew more about the symbols of the mythopoeic realm than 
most any other author in the last 100 years (including C.S. Lewis, Tolkien, and Lewis Carol). If you're looking for a 
light reading story book, or merely entertaining fiction, this book is probably not for you. Some people taking it 
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superficially see nothing more than an incomprehensible juxtaposition of images that reveres the qualities of 
obedience and submission. However, this would be to entirely miss the point of this story, which is about the process 
of inner transformation of human desire and will. It is very existentialist in that it places the responsibility for our 
progress on ourselves rather than on circumstances outside of ourselves. For those willing to dig deeper however, 
many rewards await those willing to ponder the story's rich (and often riveting!) tapestry of images. Taken further, the 
story describes the path of an individual's complete inner transformation in a language of symbols not merely 
arbitrarily arranged, but composed out of a deep understanding of the nature of the inner world of the human psyche. I 
would highly recommend this book, and regard it (together with *phantastes*) as possibly the best of genre for fiction 
/ phantasy writing in the last 100 years. Madame L'engel regarded MacDonald as the "godfather of phantasy", and 
Lewis regarded him as his "master". Lillith is certainly worthy material for earning this distinction.1 von 1 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A haunting tale hovering between dream and nightmare,Von 
mgailey@compuserve.comLILITH is best considered in the context of MacDonald's life, and remembering his earlier 
work PHANTASTES. PHANTASTES he wrote as a young man (35), LILITH he wrote at age 85. LILITH presents 
the maturity of the thoughts he introduced in PHANTASTES. To try to understand either work outside his religion 
(Christianity) would not do them justice. LILITH is considered a dark romance, but I don't think MacDonald would 
have called it so. It is full of a strange, mystical Christian hope; it is the tale of a spiritual journey, of dreams and 
visions just beyond our conscious reckoning -- always haunting us with the nagging question of whether our dreams 
are more real than what we call reality. The tale begins with a young man, Mr. Vane, come of age, and into the 
inheritance of a great estate. Mr. Vane is a man given to both inquiry and reflection. As he peruses the great library of 
books and manuscripts collected by his ancestors, his perception of reality is challenged and stretched to include, 
among other things, a talking raven. The raven becomes his guide into another world, strange to behold; the realm of 
the seven dimensions and the ten senses, MacDonald calls it. (What ever could he mean?) LILITH is introduced well 
into the work, an emaciated being near death, until Mr. Vane unwittingly nurses her back to health. MacDonald 
certainly patterns her after the demon of Jewish folklore for whom she is named. All the demon's traits are apparent: 
cold beauty, fierce pride, seduction, hatred of men and children, even vampirism. C.S. Lewis also picked up on this 
theme of the wicked female protagonist. In THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE he tells us the White 
Witch is descended from Lilith. As Mr. Vane bounces back and forth between physical and spiritual dimensions, he is 
confronted by the fact that he can do no good of himself. His futile attempts to prove his worth bring him sorrow and 
defeat, as when he leads a group of innocent children out of ignorance and simplicity to a city where their leader is 
murdered by her own estranged mother (Lilith). The raven's insistence that Mr. Vane sleep before he can be of any use 
or value is incomprehensible to Mr. Vane, so he continues his various exploits, each ending is greater despair. Finally, 
Mr. Vane agrees if sleep is what is required, that he must do. But when he discovers the raven's idea of sleep is to 
repose lifeless in a cold, dark catacomb full of ageless corpses for time unknown, Mr. Vane is not so willing. All of 
MacDonald's writing is heavy with Christian allegory. Deciphering his meaning is not a light undertaking. That he 
perceives death as a temporary state, where one emerges new as a butterfly transformed from a caterpillar is clear 
enough. That a true spiritual man must cease from his own labor (die to self), and rest in God's peace may be an 
interpretation of MacDonald's notions of sleep and death, but already I feel I am off solid ground. Mr. Vane's struggle 
with Lilith, is a most important theme. Lilith reminded me of scriptural references to Jezebel (both Old and New 
Testaments), and the harlot of Proverbs, and a few other seducers besides. I began to wonder: if Satan is the Father of 
Lies, might Lilith be The Mother of Harlots? Strange and mysterious, wrapped in secrecy, beguiling and subtle, she 
draws her victims near and feeds upon their strength, all the while narcotically enamoring them of her presence. (Mr. 
Vane plays the dupe as his life is drained by a white worm while he nurses Lilith back to health.) Certain passages are 
unforgettable, which may be good or bad, depending on your frame of mind when you read them. The warring dance 
of skeletons comes to mind, with their lid less eyes revealing their uncloaked passions to all who would see, and Lilith 
presiding over their deaths shouting, "Ye are men, slay one another!" But don't let me convince you LILITH is merely 
a dark tale of terror. MacDonald also, seasons it with passages of unique warmth and beauty. Reading LILITH, is like 
taking an adventurous journey, the likes of which I have never even come close to with a contemporary author. 
Fascinating? YES. Comforting? Definitely NOT. Worth the trip? Most assuredly!2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. A Real TreasureVon KryptonetteI cannot believe Lilith is still in print! What a wonderful find for 
those who come across it. If you love C.S. Lewis, you will likely find fascinating a book by one author who inspired 
him: George Macdonald. Lilith is not what would be considered popular fiction. It is, instead, allegorical, layered 
science fiction. But for those who enjoy literature, other worldly adventures, and good stories, this book is for you! 
Plus, you can tell all your friends how you found this great, classic treasure.

KurzbeschreibungThis book was converted from its physical edition to the digital format by a community of 
volunteers. You may find it for free on the web. Purchase of the Kindle edition includes wireless delivery..de"Lilith is 



equal if not superior to the best of Poe," the great 20th-century poet W.H. Auden said of this novel, but the comparison 
only begins to touch on the richness, density, and wonder of this late 19th-century adult fantasy novel. First published 
in 1895 (inhabiting a universe with the early Yeats, George Bernard Shaw, and Oscar Wilde--not to mention Thomas 
Hardy), this is the story of the aptly named Mr. Vane, his magical house, and the journeys into another world into 
which it leads him. Meeting up with one mystery after another, including Adam and Eve themselves, he slowly but 
surely explores the mystery of the human fall from grace, and of our redemption. Instructed into the ways of seeing the 
deeper realities of this world--seeing, in a sense, by the light of the spirit--the reader and Mr. Vane both sense that 
MacDonald writes from his own deep experience of radiance, from a bliss so profound that death's darkness itself is 
utterly eclipsed in its light. --Doug Thorpe.co.ukThe great 20th-century poet WH Auden said of this novel, "Lilith is 
equal if not superior to the best of Poe," but the comparison only begins to touch on the richness, density and wonder 
of this late 19th-century adult fantasy novel. First published in 1895 (inhabiting a universe with the early Yeats, 
George Bernard Shaw and Oscar Wilde--not to mention Thomas Hardy), this is the story of the aptly named Mr Vane, 
his magical house and the journeys into another world into which it leads him. Meeting up with one mystery after 
another, including Adam and Eve themselves, he slowly but surely explores the mystery of the human fall from grace, 
and of our redemption. Instructed into the ways of seeing the deeper realities of this world--seeing, in a sense, by the 
light of the spirit--the reader and Mr Vane both sense that MacDonald writes from his own deep experience of 
radiance, from a bliss so profound that death's darkness itself is utterly eclipsed in its light. --Doug Thorpe 


