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Itto is hired for several intriquing assassinationsVon Lawrance BernaboThe mystery of the Yagyu letter is apparently 
forgotten in the five Lone Wolf and Cub tales told in Volume 12, "Shattered Stones." However, one thing that really 
stood out in these stories is that since he was reunited with his father after they were separated by circumstances, 
Daigoro has been smiling a lot more:(59) "Nameless, Penniless, Lifeless" is one of the most disturbing stories in the 
Lone Wolf and Cub saga. It begins with a woman putting on a sex show for peasants. But what is even more shocking 
is that the woman has lost her mind and that her husband, whose face is half scared by terrible burns, is the one who 
talks her into her displays. There is more here than meets the eye, as is often the case in these stories, and the way in 
which the truth is revealed might remind you of part of Shakespeare's "Hamlet."(60) "Body Check" is another one of 
those tales in which Ogami Itto has to use his brains to put himself in a position to use his sword for his next 
assassination.(61) "Shattered Stones" begins with one of the most different ways that Ogami Itto has met someone 
who wanted to hire him for an assassination. On top of that the rules of the assassination are quite different (again, I 
am reminded of a Western parallel in the novel "Sophie's Choice").(62) "A Promise of Potatoes" is an amusing little 
change of pace story for this series. Daigoro is off by himself again, being beaten up by a group of kids, when he is 
rescued by a con artist who teaches the boy to sit by a bowl looking pitiful as a way of making money. But where there 
is Cub can Lone Wolf be far behind...(63) "Wife Killer" is a wonderfully ironic title, which we learn is used to 
describe somebody who gives away the tricks of magicians, who are known as "hand wives." Noronji Hoya, the 
Princess of Magicians, who has been using a delighted Daigoro as her "assistant," is about the encounter the "wife 
killer," an old saki-sotted magician who travels with two thugs who extort money from magicians: pay up or have your 
secrets revealed. But Noronji Hoya has a better proposition: she will perform a trick and if the old man can reveal her 
secret she will kill herself; if not, then she will take the old man's eyes.Kazuo Koike and Goseki Kojima are back to 
telling tales in which Ogami Itto is more often than not more of a spectator to the action in which other characters 
carry the stories. One of the testaments to the greatness of this manga epic is that the title character can be almost 
incidental to the story and it is still completely riveting. Here we are, not even halfway through this saga, and they are 
still coming up with new and intriguing variations on the basic themes they established early on. The fact that they can 
maintain this high level certainly justifies the exalted status Lone Wolf Cub has in the international world of comics.

KurzbeschreibungA woman driven to insanity by the murder of her child, and the horribly burned husband seeking 
revenge; unseen samurai under the thumb of a power-hungry woman; a beggar ronin seeking the downfall of his 
greedily ambitious wife; a good-for-nothing beggar willing to use a child to make easy money; a lady magician 
threatened by swindling gangsters: all of these people have something in common - the need to regain their honor, and 
this quest almost always means death. Ogami Itto, a wandering ronin on a road to vengeance, has been paid to put 
these folks back on that path, at any cost. For this grim samurai and his infant son, there is nothing left in this world 
except honor, vengeance, death, and blood. Fortunately, there's plenty of each to go around... This volume contains the 
following stories: Nameless, Penniless, Lifeless Body Check Shattered Stones A Promise of Potatoes Wife 
KillerKurzbeschreibungA woman driven to insanity by the murder of her child, and the horribly burned husband 
seeking revenge; unseen samurai under the thumb of a power-hungry woman; a beggar ronin seeking the downfall of 
his greedily ambitious wife; a good-for-nothing beggar willing to use a child to make easy money; a lady magician 
threatened by swindling gangsters: all of these people have something in common - the need to regain their honor, and 
this quest almost always means death. Ogami Itto, a wandering ronin on a road to vengeance, has been paid to put 
these folks back on that path, at any cost. For this grim samurai and his infant son, there is nothing left in this world 
except honor, vengeance, death, and blood. Fortunately, there's plenty of each to go around... This volume contains the 
following stories: Nameless, Penniless, Lifeless Body Check Shattered Stones A Promise of Potatoes Wife 
KillerSynopsis A woman driven to insanity by the murder of her child, and the burned husband seeking revenge; 
unseen samurai under the thumb of a power-hungry woman; a beggar ronin seeking the downfall of his ambitious 
wife. 


