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Von John McPhee : Looking for a Ship  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Looking for a Ship: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Cleanse 
your reading paletteVon pug@lava.netFound in the clearance bin of the local bookstore, the title intrigued me, so I 
bought it. Rarely have I had such luck resulting from an impulse buy. _Looking for a Ship_ seems to take its pace 
from the slow and stately progress of any seagoing cargo craft. And yet the reader feels not the plodding, monotonous 
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roll of a modern roll-on/roll-off, but instead is a passenger on the proverbial slow boat to China. You are on vacation, 
with a known destination, and little to do along the way but enjoy the scenery, the daily routine, and the satisfaction 
that mundane tasks are complete until the morrow. We follow the author's first-person perspective as he in turn 
follows his friend, a sailor in the United States Merchant Marine, on the never-ending quest of finding work. McPhee 
enters a world known only vaguely beforehand, and as his adventure progresses, we learn along with him what life is 
to a Merchant Mariner. I say "adventure" somewhat tongue-in-cheek; there is very little such in this book. Do not 
expect swashbuckling tales of derring-do. The only scene of pulse-quickening, a pirate raid while in a South American 
port, has not a whit of heroism, unless one agrees that saving one's own skin is of greater heroism than saving someone 
else's cargo. Yet McPhee weaves a compelling tale from his real life experience. The people we read about are well 
described, fully characterized, and vital. Everyday problems still require solutions, and the Merchant Mariner must be 
as adaptable and wise in solving them as any of us, if not more so in the current climate of too little work for too many 
sailors. Yes, I was able to put this book down. No, I didn't lose sleep while reading it. But when I closed the back 
cover, it was with somewhat melancholy satisfaction, as I recognized that yet another romantic calling has died at the 
hand of modern technology. The book ends suddenly, almost prematurely. I had found myself very interested in the 
lives I was introduced to, and wanted to know more. After you've finished your latest powerful read, and before you 
begin your next, I highly recommend that you cleanse your palette with this simple and fulfilling study of the modern 
Merchant Marine. I doubt you'll be disappointed. An "8" rating may be high when comparing this book with some of 
the classics, but _Looking for a Ship_ is not trying to be a classic. Its aims are limited, yet few books hit their intended 
mark as cleanly as this one does. I give McPhee great credit for so elegantly doing exactly what he set out to do.0 von 
0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Gives a look at the world of the professional marinerVon Tom 
McMurrayThis book gives a clear look at the merchant shipping industry from the perspective of the modern day 
merchant mariner. This world is very obscure to the public at large, especially to those of us living inland, and this 
book gives us an up close look. The book is also useful in pointing out what has happened to what was once a strong 
U.S. industry.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. READ ANYTHING BY JOHN MCPHEE!!! 
YOU CAN'T GO WRONG!!Von Ein KundeI rarely re-read a book, but this is one I find myself reading again and 
again. It also was my first introduction to John McPhee, and he has since become my favorite living author! He could 
write about quilting bees and make it interesting!

KurzbeschreibungThis is an extraordinary tale of life on the high seas aboard one of the last American merchant ships, 
the S.S. Stella Lykes, on a forty-two-day journey from Charleston down the Pacific coast of South America. As the 
crew of the Stella Lykes makes their ocean voyage, they tell stories of other runs and other ships, tales of disaster, 
stupidity, greed, generosity, and courage.From Library JournalKnown for his books on natural history, such as The 
Control of Nature (LJ 4/1/89), Basin and Range (LJ 4/1/81), etc., McPhee brings his considerable storytelling ability to 
bear on the plight of the U.S. merchant marine. Accompanying Second Mate Andy Chase on a 42-day run down the 
west coast of South America aboard the S.S. Stella Lykes , McPhee provides the reader with stories and tales of 
modern seafaring life and the problems of making a living as a merchant mariner. This book is both an engrossing tale 
of the sea, with excellent detail and humanity, and a disturbing portrait of the merchant marine--a once-great American 
institution that made its presence known around the world. Highly recommended for public libraries. Previewed in 
Prepub Alert, LJ 5/15/90.- Harold N. Boyer, Marple P.L., Broomall, Pa.Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.Pressestimmen" The usual-- that is to say, terrific-- McPhee treatment, in which the author surrenders to his subject 
and conquers it: in this case, the merchant marine of the United States." -- "The New York Times Book "The usualthat 
is to say, terrificMcPhee treatment, in which the author surrenders to his subject and conquers it: in this case, the 
merchant marine of the United States."The New York Times Book "Remarkably adroit and compelling...the sea seems 
to be his natural home. --William Warner, "The Washington Post Book World"McPhee makes Captain Paul McHenry 
Washburn one of the most memorable men of sea literature. --Stephen Jones, "Chicago Tribune"Looking for a Ship is 
not a treatise on the decline of the American merchant marine, any more than Moby-Dick was meant to be a Journal 
off Commerce report on the whaling industry...Style is what McPhee is loaded down to the Plimsoll marks in: 
felicitous phrases, keen observation, the knack of unloading a cargo of information without hitting the reader on the 
head with a jumbo boom. --Richard F. Shepard, "The New York Times""The usual--that is to say, terrific--McPhee 
treatment, in which the author surrenders to his subject and conquers it: in this case, the merchant marine of the United 
States."--"The New York Times Book ""Remarkably adroit and compelling...the sea seems to be his natural home." --
William Warner, "The Washington Post Book World""McPhee makes Captain Paul McHenry Washburn one of the 
most memorable men of sea literature." --Stephen Jones, "Chicago Tribune""Looking for a Ship is not a treatise on the 
decline of the American merchant marine, any more than Moby-Dick was meant to be a Journal off Commerce report 
on the whaling industry...Style is what McPhee is loaded down to the Plimsoll marks in: felicitous phrases, keen 
observation, the knack of unloading a cargo of information without hitting the reader on the head with a jumbo 



boom." --Richard F. Shepard, "The New York Times" The usual--that is to say, terrific--McPhee treatment, in which 
the author surrenders to his subject and conquers it: in this case, the merchant marine of the United States. "The New 
York Times Book " Remarkably adroit and compelling...the sea seems to be his natural home. "William Warner, The 
Washington Post Book World" McPhee makes Captain Paul McHenry Washburn one of the most memorable men of 
sea literature. "Stephen Jones, Chicago Tribune" Looking for a Ship is not a treatise on the decline of the American 
merchant marine, any more than Moby-Dick was meant to be a Journal off Commerce report on the whaling 
industry...Style is what McPhee is loaded down to the Plimsoll marks in: felicitous phrases, keen observation, the 
knack of unloading a cargo of information without hitting the reader on the head with a jumbo boom. "Richard F. 
Shepard, The New York Times"" The usual--that is to say, terrific--McPhee treatment, in which the author surrenders 
to his subject and conquers it: in this case, the merchant marine of the United States. The New York Times Book 
Remarkably adroit and compelling...the sea seems to be his natural home. William Warner, The Washington Post 
Book World McPhee makes Captain Paul McHenry Washburn one of the most memorable men of sea literature. 
Stephen Jones, Chicago Tribune Looking for a Ship is not a treatise on the decline of the American merchant marine, 
any more than Moby-Dick was meant to be a Journal off Commerce report on the whaling industry...Style is what 
McPhee is loaded down to the Plimsoll marks in: felicitous phrases, keen observation, the knack of unloading a cargo 
of information without hitting the reader on the head with a jumbo boom. Richard F. Shepard, The New York 
Times""The usual--that is to say, terrific--McPhee treatment, in which the author surrenders to his subject and 
conquers it: in this case, the merchant marine of the United States." --The New York Times Book "Remarkably adroit 
and compelling...the sea seems to be his natural home." --William Warner, The Washington Post Book World"McPhee 
makes Captain Paul McHenry Washburn one of the most memorable men of sea literature." --Stephen Jones, Chicago 
Tribune"Looking for a Ship is not a treatise on the decline of the American merchant marine, any more than Moby-
Dick was meant to be a Journal off Commerce report on the whaling industry...Style is what McPhee is loaded down 
to the Plimsoll marks in: felicitous phrases, keen observation, the knack of unloading a cargo of information without 
hitting the reader on the head with a jumbo boom." --Richard F. Shepard, The New York Times 


