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Von Norman S. Poser : Lord Mansfield: Justicein the Age of Reason before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lord Mansfield: Justice in the Age of Reason:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. At the
birth of the modern common law...Von Phillip Taylor MBE[[VIDEOID:mo7KH2A8SYDLJL]]JLORD MANSFIELD
WAS "HIS COUNTRY'S PRIDE'An appreciation by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green
ChamberslIf you are an English lawyer, whether barrister or solicitor, you will have heard of the name and fame of
Lord Mansfield without necessarily knowing much about him. If you are an American or Canadian lawyer,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00E6G3SC6

interestingly, you'll probably know alittle bit more about him but not alot. But more of that later! It isapleasure
therefore, to review Norman S. Poser's new biography of this renowned personality rightly described as eighteenth
century Britain's most powerful judge. It is perhaps startling to be reminded that until the publication of this book from
McGill-Queens University Press, there apparently has been no full-length life story about Mansfield written in modern
times.Such was Mansfield's influence on the devel opment of English common law that, as the publishers point out,
“his decisions continue to influence the legal systems of Canada, Britain and the United States of Americato an extent
unmatched by any judge of the past.'Or, in Poser's words, "his influence on the law of the English speaking world,
evidenced by the fact that the United States Supreme Court has cited his decisions over 330 times, has continued into
the twenty-first century.'lt may come as a surprise to some, but not others, that Lord Mansfield has been referred to by
at least one historian as “arguably the most famous and influential Anglo-American judge of the modern era.” Anglo-
American' might not have been aterm Mansfield would have applied to himself. With a reputation as a defender of the
existing order, Mansfield was a vigorous and outspoken opponent of the American War of Independence, calling the
Boston Tea Party “an act of high treason.' His militant opposition to the colonists dictated British policy during the
1770s, says Poser, and "led to armed conflict and the loss of the colonies.'Putting all thisin perspective however,
Mansfield in most respects was a modernizer. Hisjudicial decisions led to the modernization of British commercial
law and the eventual abolition of the slave trade in England -- a stance which would certainly have put him at
loggerheads with many of the founding fathers of America, many of whom may have disapproved of the unpleasant
aspects of slavery, but who nonetheless owned slaves.An intensely private person, Mansfield nevertheless loved his
busy socid life and cultivated innumerable contacts in the political sphere aswell as religion, business, literature and
the arts. Described as “his country's pride’ by Alexander Pope, his circle included William Pitt the Elder, Sir Joshua
Reynolds, David Hume, and the biographer of Dr. Johnson, James Boswell.In writing this carefully researched and
entertaining biography, Poser has also painted avivid and detailed picture of the turbulence and intellectual ferment
which characterized the world of the eighteenth century Enlightenment. Thisis an important new book, which will
doubtlessinterest historians and the general public, aswell aslegal practitioners.

Kurzbeschreibungln the first modern biography of Lord Mansfield (1705-1793), Norman Poser details the turbulent
political life of eighteenth-century Britain's most powerful judge, serving as chief justice for an unprecedented thirty-
two years. His legal decisions launched England on the path to abolishing slavery and the slave trade, modernized
commercial law in ways that helped establish Britain as the world's leading industrial and trading nation, and his
vigorous opposition to the American colonists stoked Revolutionary fires. Although his father and brother were
Jacobite rebels loyal to the deposed King James |1, Mansfield was able to rise through English society to become a
member of its ruling aristocracy and a confidential advisor to two kings. Poser sets Mansfield's rulings in historical
context while delving into Mansfield's circle, which included poets (Alexander Pope described him as "his country's
pride"), artists, actors, clergymen, noblemen and women, and politicians. Still celebrated for his application of
common sense and moral values to the formal and complicated English common law system, Mansfield brought a
practical and humanistic approach to the law. His decisions continue to influence the legal systems of Canada, Britain,
and the United States to an extent unmatched by any judge of the past.An illuminating account of one of the greatest
legal minds, Lord Mansfield presents a vibrant look at Britain's Age of Reason through one of its central
figures.Pressestimmen”[An] engaging biography ... Poser offers us afascinating portrait." Wall Street Journal "With
meticulous research in sources including the Mansfield archives in Scotland, Poser has produced a brilliantly readable
history. Essential." Choice"A remarkable portrait of both aman and alegal age. | enjoyed the book tremendously,
learned so much, and am deeply grateful. A master work." Kent Syverud, Washington University School of
LawKurzbeschreibungln the first modern biography of Lord Mansfield (1705-1793), Norman Poser details the
turbulent political life of eighteenth-century Britain's most powerful judge, serving as chief justice for an
unprecedented thirty-two years. Hislegal decisions launched England on the path to abolishing slavery and the slave
trade, modernized commercial law in ways that helped establish Britain as the world's leading industrial and trading
nation, and his vigorous opposition to the American colonists stoked Revolutionary fires. Although his father and
brother were Jacobite rebels loyal to the deposed King James |1, Mansfield was able to rise through English society to
become a member of its ruling aristocracy and a confidential advisor to two kings. Poser sets Mansfield's rulingsin
historical context while delving into Mansfield's circle, which included poets (Alexander Pope described him as "his
country's pride"), artists, actors, clergymen, noblemen and women, and politicians. Still celebrated for his application
of common sense and moral values to the formal and complicated English common law system, Mansfield brought a
practical and humanistic approach to the law. His decisions continue to influence the legal systems of Canada, Britain,
and the United States to an extent unmatched by any judge of the past.An illuminating account of one of the greatest
legal minds, Lord Mansfield presents a vibrant look at Britain's Age of Reason through one of its central figures.



