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Von Joan Schenkar : The Talented Miss Highsmith: The Secret Lifeand Serious Art of Patricia Highsmith

before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Talented Miss
Highsmith: The Secret Life and Serious Art of Patricia Highsmith:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0O von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
f.neuroVon f.neuroPat Highsmith die Frau mit den vielen Facetten. Ich entdeckte die (mir) bisher unbekannten Seiten


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003690ME6

der talentierten Mrs Ripley. Ihr Leben, ihr Leiden und ihre Liebe werden nicht unbedingt chronologisch, doch
geordnet geschildert. Eine faszinierende und emanzipierte, selbstbewusste Frau. |ch werde im Urlaub noch mal meine
alten Diogenes Bcher hervorkramen- die Schwarz-gelben und dem oder "der " Ripley nachforschen.

KurzbeschreibungPatricia Highsmith's The Price of Salt is now amajor motion picture (Carol) starring Cate Blanchett
and Mia Wasikowska, directed by Todd HayesPatricia Highsmith, one of the great writers of 20th Century American
fiction, had alife as darkly compelling as that of her favorite "hero-criminal,” talented Tom Ripley. In this
revolutionary biography, Joan Schenkar paints ariveting portrait, from Highsmith's birth in Texas to Hitchcock's
filming of her first novel, Strangers On a Train, to her long, strange, self-exilein Europe. We see her as a secret writer
for the comics, abrilliant creator of disturbing fictions, and erotic predator with dozens of women (and a few good
men) on her love list. The Talented Miss Highsmith isthe first literary biography with access to Highsmith's whole
story: her closest friends, her oeuvre, her archives. It's a compulsive page-turner unlike any other, a book worthy of
Highsmith herself.Pressestimmen” Schenkar has a wonderfully bold approach: not worrying about a linear chronology
(athough thisis meticulously supplied in the appendices), but choosing instead to follow the emotional water course
of Highsmith'slife, allowing her subject to find her own level -- to betidal, sullen, to flow without check, so that
events in one decade naturally make an imaginative tributary into turbulence before and after. Schenkar's writing is
witty, sharp and light-handed, a considerable achievement given the immense detail of this biography. Highsmith was
adetail junkie. Schenkar's nonlinear organizing method was a brilliant idea to save herself -- and the reader -- from
data overload. Thisisahbiography of clarity and style. A model of itskind." --Jeanette Winterson, "The New Y ork
Times Book "; cover review "Thisisno ordinary biography...[Ms. Schenkar] writes with great authority and perverse
affection...'The Talented Miss Highsmith' breaks much ground in connecting Highsmith's diabolical tales with the real
women who prompted her strongest passions ....In addition to itsimpressive sweep, this biography also values
minutiae. An exacting inventory of the contents of Highsmith's office captures every mundane object, right down to
the goat's bell and the Wite-Out pencil. Highsmith loved details like that. And Ms. Schenkar shows an uncannily keen
grasp of Highsmith's spirit." --Janet Madlin, "The New Y ork Times"' Throughout nearly 700 pages of lustrous text,
Schenkar's prose is as supple and shapely as Highsmith's was flat and functional. "The Talented Miss Highsmith" is
both dazzling and definitive ... Its scope and scholarship are unassailable, and its vigor indefatigable. t's a volume as
original asits contemptible, miserable, irresistible subject.” --Daniel Malory, Los Angeles Times "Ms. Schenkar
provides avivid, disturbing portrait of awriter whose work--thanks to some virtuosic movie-making--is known more
as source material than as literary art inits own right... It is hard to imagine a more thoroughly fact-filled or energetic
biography than "The Talented Miss Highsmith" or one more determined to examine the deegpest recesses of its
complicated subject." --Alexander Theroux, "The Wall Street Journal""[A] biography that captures the writer in all her
sullen, sinister, ambivalent glory. Grade: A" --"Entertainment Weekly""What most impresses me with Schenkar's
approach isits boldness: she casts aside chronology to get at the themes of her heroine's character, and she conjures
those themes by unabashedly connecting the events of Highsmith's life to her work. So we get marvellous formulations
like this: 'Pat thought about love the way she thought about murder: as an emotional urgency between two people, one
of whom diesin the act." Much of Highsmith's work remains little known by the general reading public, and the details
of her fascinating life obscure, Schenkar's book should serve as a corrective. We plan on delving into some Highsmith
books we haven't read (I've just begun "The Price of Salt" and Jon is tackling Ripley), and we hope you'll approach
this month's pick in a similar way--as an invitation to learning more about the work of, as Schenkar putsit, ‘Her High
Darkness, Patricia Highsmith: author of some of the twentieth century's most dangerous fictions." --Macy Halford,
"The New Yorker" Online Book Club: Book of the Month " Schenkar's fascinating biography portrays Highsmith as
driven by obsessions, especially her love-hate relationship with her mother, and a yin-yang ambivalence that became a
central main themein her writings ... The catalyst for Schenkar's exhaustive, compelling work, which boasts copious
end notes, maps, charts, diagrams, bibliography, and chronology, was the recent unearthing of 8,000 pages of
Highsmith's secret journals. The result is an essential, scholarly, lesbian, and literary biography." --"Booklist"" ""A
comprehensive, nuanced evaluation of Highsmith Country." "--Kirkus s"'VERDICT: An imaginative, definitive
Highsmith biography, great for literature students, Highsmith fans, and mystery readers." --"Library Journal ""Joan
Schenkar isthe first writer to grapple with Patricia Highsmith on every level of her being, from her bizarre personal
lifeto her incredibly prolific writing life. It's hard to avoid superlatives when describing Schenkar's biography, but
there doesn't seem to be any other way to go about it." --Deirdre Bair, winner of the National Book Award for " Samuel
Beckett: aBiography ""Thisis an epic biography - vivid with Joan Schenkar's concern for her subject - the mercurial,
gifted, fascinating mystery novelist Patricia Highsmith. Schenkar is an inexhaustible researcher and meticulous
cultural historian, especially in the hidden pan-sexual world of literary New Y ork of the 40s and 50s. She has a
remarkable ability to evoke landscapes, relationships and, above all, amyriad of personal details from the fountain pen
Highsmith used to the amount of alcohol she drank to the women she loved (and lost) all the while telling us how



Highsmith concocted masterpieces like " Strangerson a Train" and "The Talented Mr. Ripley." Thisis abig book, an
awesome achievement." --Patricia Bosworth, author of "Diane Arbus: a Biography ""Patricia Highsmithis a
fascinating and bizarre figure, and a tremendous challenge for the biographer who has to account for her acoholism,
leshianism, negativism, criminal tendencies, huge talent and much else. Joan Schenkar has accomplished this amazing
feat with areally smart book." --Diane Johnson, critic and novelist, author of "Lulu in Marrakech ""| was enthralled by
The"Taented Miss Highsmith." It's a brilliant biography, so finely judged in its critical appreciation of Pat's work,
wonderfully informative about its sources and inspiration, and both enlightening and harrowing in its revelation of her
tormented personality and darkly troubled yet (because of her exceptional talent) in some ways triumphant life." --
Francis Wyndham, critic, editor, winner of the Whitbread First Novel Award for"The Other Garden™ Schenkar has a
wonderfully bold approach: not worrying about alinear chronology (although this is meticulously supplied in the
appendices), but choosing instead to follow the emotional water course of Highsmith'slife, allowing her subject to find
her own level -- to be tidal, sullen, to flow without check, so that eventsin one decade naturally make an imaginative
tributary into turbulence before and after. Schenkar's writing is witty, sharp and light-handed, a considerable
achievement given the immense detail of this biography. Highsmith was a detail junkie. Schenkar's nonlinear
organizing method was a brilliant idea to save herself -- and the reader -- from data overload. Thisis a biography of
clarity and style. A model of its kind. "Jeanette Winterson, The New Y ork Times Book ; cover review" Thisisno
ordinary biography...[Ms. Schenkar] writes with great authority and perverse affection... The Talented Miss Highsmith'
breaks much ground in connecting Highsmith's diabolical tales with the real women who prompted her strongest
passions ....In addition to its impressive sweep, this biography aso values minutiae. An exacting inventory of the
contents of Highsmith's office captures every mundane object, right down to the goat's bell and the Wite-Out pencil.
Highsmith loved details like that. And Ms. Schenkar shows an uncannily keen grasp of Highsmith's spirit. " Janet
Maslin, The New Y ork Times" Throughout nearly 700 pages of lustrous text, Schenkar's prose is as supple and
shapely as Highsmith's was flat and functional. "The Talented Miss Highsmith" is both dazzling and definitive ... Its
scope and scholarship are unassailable, and its vigor indefatigable. t's avolume as origina as its contemptible,
miserable, irresistible subject. "Daniel Mallory, Los Angeles Times' Ms. Schenkar provides avivid, disturbing portrait
of awriter whose work--thanks to some virtuosic movie-making--is known more as source material than as literary art
initsown right... It is hard to imagine a more thoroughly fact-filled or energetic biography than "The Talented Miss
Highsmith" or one more determined to examine the deepest recesses of its complicated subject. "Alexander Theroux,
The Wall Street Journal” [A] biography that captures the writer in all her sullen, sinister, ambivalent glory. Grade: A
"Entertainment Weekly" What most impresses me with Schenkar's approach isits boldness: she casts aside chronology
to get at the themes of her heroine's character, and she conjures those themes by unabashedly connecting the events of
Highsmith's life to her work. So we get marvellous formulations like this: 'Pat thought about love the way she thought
about murder: as an emotional urgency between two people, one of whom diesin the act.' Much of Highsmith's work
remains little known by the general reading public, and the details of her fascinating life obscure, Schenkar's book
should serve as a corrective. We plan on delving into some Highsmith books we haven't read (I've just begun "The
Price of Salt" and Jon is tackling Ripley), and we hope you'll approach this month's pick in a similar way--as an
invitation to learning more about the work of, as Schenkar putsit, 'Her High Darkness, Patricia Highsmith: author of
some of the twentieth century's most dangerousfictions.' "Macy Halford, The New Y orker Online Book Club: Book of
the Month" Schenkar's fascinating biography portrays Highsmith as driven by obsessions, especially her love-hate
relationship with her mother, and a yin-yang ambivalence that became a central main theme in her writings ... The
catalyst for Schenkar's exhaustive, compelling work, which boasts copious end notes, maps, charts, diagrams,
bibliography, and chronology, was the recent unearthing of 8,000 pages of Highsmith's secret journals. The result is an
essential, scholarly, leshian, and literary biography. "Booklist" A comprehensive, nuanced evaluation of Highsmith
Country. "Kirkus s' VERDICT: An imaginative, definitive Highsmith biography, great for literature students,
Highsmith fans, and mystery readers. "Library Journal" Joan Schenkar is the first writer to grapple with Patricia
Highsmith on every level of her being, from her bizarre personal life to her incredibly prolific writing life. It's hard to
avoid superlatives when describing Schenkar's biography, but there doesn't seem to be any other way to go about it.
"Deirdre Bair, winner of the National Book Award for Samuel Beckett: a Biography" Thisis an epic biography - vivid
with Joan Schenkar's concern for her subject - the mercurial, gifted, fascinating mystery novelist Patricia Highsmith.
Schenkar is an inexhaustible researcher and meticulous cultural historian, especially in the hidden pan-sexual world of
literary New Y ork of the 40s and 50s. She has a remarkable ability to evoke landscapes, relationships and, above all, a
myriad of personal details from the fountain pen Highsmith used to the amount of acohol she drank to the women she
loved (and lost) all the while telling us how Highsmith concocted masterpieces like "Strangerson a Train" and "The
Talented Mr. Ripley." Thisis abig book, an awesome achievement. "Patricia Bosworth, author of Diane Arbus: a
Biography" Patricia Highsmith is a fascinating and bizarre figure, and a tremendous challenge for the biographer who
has to account for her alcoholism, leshianism, negativism, criminal tendencies, huge talent and much else. Joan
Schenkar has accomplished this amazing feat with areally smart book. "Diane Johnson, critic and novelist, author of
Luluin Marrakech" | was enthralled by The "Talented Miss Highsmith." It's a brilliant biography, so finely judged in



its critical appreciation of Pat's work, wonderfully informative about its sources and inspiration, and both enlightening
and harrowing in its revelation of her tormented personality and darkly troubled yet (because of her exceptional talent)
in some ways triumphant life. "Francis Wyndham, critic, editor, winner of the Whitbread First Novel Award forThe
Other Garden""" Schenkar has a wonderfully bold approach: not worrying about alinear chronology (although thisis
meticulously supplied in the appendices), but choosing instead to follow the emotional water course of Highsmith's
life, allowing her subject to find her own level -- to be tidal, sullen, to flow without check, so that events in one decade
naturally make an imaginative tributary into turbulence before and after. Schenkar's writing is witty, sharp and light-
handed, a considerable achievement given the immense detail of this biography. Highsmith was a detail junkie.
Schenkar's nonlinear organizing method was a brilliant idea to save herself -- and the reader -- from data overload.
Thisisabiography of clarity and style. A model of itskind. " --Jeanette Winterson, The New Y ork Times Book ;
cover review"Thisisno ordinary biography...[Ms. Schenkar] writes with great authority and perverse affection... The
Talented Miss Highsmith' breaks much ground in connecting Highsmith's diabolical tales with the real women who
prompted her strongest passions ....In addition to its impressive sweep, this biography also values minutiae. An
exacting inventory of the contents of Highsmith's office captures every mundane object, right down to the goat's bell
and the Wite-Out pencil. Highsmith loved details like that. And Ms. Schenkar shows an uncannily keen grasp of
Highsmith's spirit. " --Janet Maslin, The New Y ork Times'Throughout nearly 700 pages of lustrous text, Schenkar's
proseis as supple and shapely as Highsmith's was flat and functional. "The Taented Miss Highsmith" is both dazzling
and definitive ... Its scope and scholarship are unassailable, and its vigor indefatigable. t's a volume as original asits
contemptible, miserable, irresistible subject.” --Daniel Mallory, Los Angeles Times'Ms. Schenkar provides avivid,
disturbing portrait of awriter whose work--thanks to some virtuosic movie-making--is known more as source material
than asliterary art initsown right... It is hard to imagine a more thoroughly fact-filled or energetic biography than
"The Talented Miss Highsmith" or one more determined to examine the deepest recesses of its complicated subject.” --
Alexander Theroux, The Wall Street Journal"[A] biography that capturesthe writer in al her sullen, sinister,
ambivalent glory. Grade: A" --Entertainment Weekly"What most impresses me with Schenkar's approach isits
boldness: she casts aside chronology to get at the themes of her heroine's character, and she conjures those themes by
unabashedly connecting the events of Highsmith's life to her work. So we get marvellous formulations like this: 'Pat
thought about love the way she thought about murder: as an emotional urgency between two people, one of whom dies
in the act." Much of Highsmith's work remains little known by the general reading public, and the details of her
fascinating life obscure, Schenkar's book should serve as a corrective. We plan on delving into some Highsmith books
we haven't read (I've just begun "The Price of Salt" and Jon is tackling Ripley), and we hope you'll approach this
month's pick in asimilar way--as an invitation to learning more about the work of, as Schenkar putsit, ‘Her High
Darkness, Patricia Highsmith: author of some of the twentieth century's most dangerous fictions.™ --Macy Halford,
The New Y orker Online Book Club: Book of the Month" Schenkar's fascinating biography portrays Highsmith as
driven by obsessions, especially her love-hate relationship with her mother, and a yin-yang ambivalence that became a
central main themein her writings ... The catalyst for Schenkar's exhaustive, compelling work, which boasts copious
end notes, maps, charts, diagrams, bibliography, and chronology, was the recent unearthing of 8,000 pages of
Highsmith's secret journals. The result is an essential, scholarly, lesbian, and literary biography." --Booklist"A
comprehensive, nuanced evaluation of Highsmith Country." --Kirkus s"VERDICT: An imaginative, definitive
Highsmith biography, great for literature students, Highsmith fans, and mystery readers.” --Library Journa"Joan
Schenkar isthe first writer to grapple with Patricia Highsmith on every level of her being, from her bizarre personal
lifeto her incredibly prolific writing life. It's hard to avoid superlatives when describing Schenkar's biography, but
there doesn't seem to be any other way to go about it." --Deirdre Bair, winner of the National Book Award for Samuel
Beckett: a Biography"Thisis an epic biography - vivid with Joan Schenkar's concern for her subject - the mercurial,
gifted, fascinating mystery novelist Patricia Highsmith. Schenkar is an inexhaustible researcher and meticulous
cultural historian, especially in the hidden pan-sexual world of literary New Y ork of the 40s and 50s. She has a
remarkable ability to evoke landscapes, relationships and, above all, amyriad of personal details from the fountain pen
Highsmith used to the amount of alcohol she drank to the women she loved (and lost) all the while telling us how
Highsmith concocted masterpieces like Strangers on a Train and The Talented Mr. Ripley. Thisisabig book, an
awesome achievement. " --Patricia Bosworth, author of Diane Arbus. a Biography" Patricia Highsmith is a fascinating
and bizarre figure, and a tremendous challenge for the biographer who has to account for her alcoholism, lesbianism,
negativism, criminal tendencies, huge talent and much else. Joan Schenkar has accomplished this amazing feat with a
really smart book. " --Diane Johnson, critic and novelist, author of Lulu in Marrakech"l was enthralled by The
Talented Miss Highsmith. It's abrilliant biography, so finely judged inits critical appreciation of Pat's work,
wonderfully informative about its sources and inspiration, and both enlightening and harrowing in its revelation of her
tormented personality and darkly troubled yet (because of her exceptional talent) in some ways triumphant life. " --
Francis Wyndham, critic, editor, winner of the Whitbread First Novel Award forThe Other
GardenKurzbeschreibungPatricia Highsmith's The Price of Salt is now amajor motion picture (Carol) starring Cate
Blanchett and Mia Wasikowska, directed by Todd HayesPatricia Highsmith, one of the great writers of 20th Century



American fiction, had alife as darkly compelling as that of her favorite "hero-criminal," talented Tom Ripley. In this
revolutionary biography, Joan Schenkar paints ariveting portrait, from Highsmith's birth in Texas to Hitchcock's
filming of her first novel, Strangers On a Train, to her long, strange, self-exile in Europe. We see her as a secret writer
for the comics, abrilliant creator of disturbing fictions, and erotic predator with dozens of women (and a few good
men) on her love list. The Talented Miss Highsmith is the first literary biography with access to Highsmith's whole

story: her closest friends, her oeuvre, her archives. It's a compulsive page-turner unlike any other, a book worthy of
Highsmith herself.



