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Von Richard Miniter : The Things I Want Most: The Extraordinary Story of a Boy's Journey to a Family of 
His Own  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Things I 
Want Most: The Extraordinary Story of a Boy's Journey to a Family of His Own: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Best of 
its kind I have ever readVon Colleen M. McDonaldThis book is the best personal account of fostering/adopting an 
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older child that I have ever read. It is a natural for a "made for TV" movie, with its dramatic story, picturesque setting, 
and cast of "characters." I laughed, I cried, I sobbed. In Miniter and his wife, we see the mixture of naivete/ignorance, 
denial, and audacity that goes into the decision to bring a "disturbed" youngster into one's family. The book also 
reflects the reality that formal treatment plans are limited (and sometimes unrealistic) and that "real life"-- honest 
emotions and reactions, normal expectations, natural consequences-- can be a strong motivator in turning around 
dysfunctional behavior. To the reader who is NOT an experienced foster/adoptive parent, I would offer a few minor 
cautions: 1) Miniter makes no mention of receiving any kind of training before taking the boy into his family. If that 
was indeed the case, that's a major flaw in the "Harbor" program. Prospective foster and adoptive parents of kids in the 
child welfare system should receive fairly extensive training in areas such as what to expect when the children come 
into your home, how the system (and particular agency) works, and how to manage difficult behavior. 2) Miniter 
would probably be one of the first to point out that this book is not a blueprint for others but is instead ONE case 
study, of ONE youngster, in ONE family. The Ministers' experience notwithstanding, psychotropic medication and/or 
psychotherapy are important-- if not essential-- components in some youngsters' healing, and respite care and parent 
support groups can be lifesavers for some "therapeutic" parents. 3) Miniter says he ignored some of the safety 
precautions recommended by his agency, and suggested that (hunting) guns were readily accessible in his home. 
Having weapons easily available in ANY home with kids (even "normal" children!) is foolhardy, and most agencies 
REQUIRE pretty sensible safety precautions.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A book that 
will touch your heart...Von Ein KundeThis book teaches many lessons. First and foremost that the husband-wife 
relationship plays such a major role in raising children, and it showed in this book. The relationship between Rich and 
Sue is an admirable one, one that not is not so common after so many years of marriage. With that bond of love, they 
raised a house full of kids and later in life, were able to take on one more kid, very different from their own. They gave 
it 1000% and stuck with it through thick and thin. What they did for "Mike" is untouchable, precious and blessed. God 
Bless the Miniters and the best of luck to "Mike" in his future endeavors to become a chef.........This book more than 
once will put a lump in your throat and a tear or two in your eye...To learn more about children, about sacrifices, about 
life, you must read this beautiful story !!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A must if planning 
to adopt a special needs childVon Ein KundeThis book is a must read for all those involved with adoptive special 
needs children. Whether you are a pre-adoptive parent, a post-adoptive parent or a professional. It is straight forward 
and very realistic. I couldn't put it down. My child has gone through the exact same cycles. When this book was 
condensed in the Reader's Digest in November, 1997, it caused me to keep on working with my child who was going 
in and out of crisis. As a parent of an adoptive boy, I can say that if anything is "normal" about these kids, it is the ups 
and downs and lack of trust written in this book. Professionals please read and take note to listen to the parents. 
Richard Minitor, thanks for writing this informative book.

KurzbeschreibungThe remarkable story of a couple who risked everything to open their home--and their hearts--to 
answer an abandoned child's wish.It was a small note buried in the file of a deeply troubled eleven-year-old boy--a 
plea for a normal life Rich and Sue Miniter couldn't ignore:The Things I Want MOST:A familyA fishing poleA 
familyThe Miniters heard in that simple note the voice of a frightened child who wanted what all children want and 
need: someone to love who would love them in return.So they brought Mike home to the cozy country inn they'd 
restored and managed in rural upstate New York. There, over the next year, they would try to make Mike's dream 
come true. But first they would have to work through the fear, anger, and distrust that accompanied this boy who had 
lived his whole life with the label "severely emotionally disturbed." For the biggest obstacle to Mike's happiness was 
Mike himself, who gave the Miniters every reason to give up but one--the power of love.When Richard and Sue 
Miniter decided to open their home--and their hearts--to a foster child, they couldn't imagine the frustrations and joys, 
the breakthroughs and setbacks, not to mention the emotional toll, that awaited them. Here is the remarkable true story 
of how their lives changed forever with their decision to answer an abandoned child's wish for THE THINGS I WANT 
MOST. --From the Trade Paperback edition..deA straightforward story of a troubled foster son and his family, The 
Things I Want Most shows just how much persistence can pay off when it comes to family relationships. Funny, 
alarming, encouraging, and always honest, the book covers Mike's first year with his large foster family and all the 
struggles the family went through to make him feel both welcome. His needs and frustrations are central to the book, 
as are his parents' creative--and often desperate--solutions. There's a lot to think about here, including what makes a 
real family and how to achieve open communication in any group of people. Told through a combination of standard 
narrative and conversational snippets, this is a quick and engrossing read that any parent can relate to. But for anyone 
interested in becoming a foster parent, the book should be required reading: the first-hand accounts will provide all 
kinds of valuable insights into the special concerns of this kind of parenting. With an epilogue rounding out the past 
with a brief mention of family members' current activities, you'll feel like you spent the day getting to know a 
neighbor--and being pleasantly surprised with some of life's happy endings. --Jill Lightner.comA straightforward story 



of a troubled foster son and his family, The Things I Want Most shows just how much persistence can pay off when it 
comes to family relationships. Funny, alarming, encouraging, and always honest, the book covers Mike's first year 
with his large foster family and all the struggles the family went through to make him feel both welcome. His needs 
and frustrations are central to the book, as are his parents' creative--and often desperate--solutions. There's a lot to 
think about here, including what makes a real family and how to achieve open communication in any group of people. 
Told through a combination of standard narrative and conversational snippets, this is a quick and engrossing read that 
any parent can relate to. But for anyone interested in becoming a foster parent, the book should be required reading: 
the first-hand accounts will provide all kinds of valuable insights into the special concerns of this kind of parenting. 
With an epilogue rounding out the past with a brief mention of family members' current activities, you'll feel like you 
spent the day getting to know a neighbor--and being pleasantly surprised with some of life's happy endings. --Jill 
Lightner 


