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KurzbeschreibungThe amazing manga retelling of Darren Shans international best-selling vampire saga, with 
illustrations by Japanese artist Takahiro Arai.(This ebook is optimised for Kindle and is best read on a tablet such as 
the Kindle Fire. We recommend you download a sample to your device before purchase.)Darren joins the vampire, Mr 
Crepsley, as his assistant and they return to the Cirque du Freak. There, Darren makes friends with the snake-boy, 
Evra Von (who knows what Darren has become). He also meets a local boy, Sam, and RV, an eco-warrior and animal 
lover (who do not).Darren begins to enjoy his life among the Cirque performers and starts coming to terms with his 
half-vampire existence. But he defiantly refuses to drink human blood and tries desperately to cling on to the part of 
him which is still human.Then disaster strikes, and Darren has to make a terrible choiceThe stunning illustrations and 
manga format give a new dimension to this ever-popular vampire saga, available for the first time in translation in the 
UK. This will be a must-have for Shan fans and manga aficionados alike..deReaders familiar with The Saga of Darren 
Shan will enjoy this second instalment on audio cassette. The Vampire's Assistant is read gleefully and yet touchingly 
by Alan Cumming. Darren is now living with Mr Crepsley, and struggling to be a "real" vampire, but his 
squeamishness about drinking human blood is becoming an obstacle to fully embracing the lifestyle. As he is still only 
half a vampire, and therefore partly a normal teenage boy, his wants and desires are hard to be satisfied by the ageing 
Mr Crepsley. Meeting Evra the snake boy when he and Mr Crepsley join the Cirque du Freak ensures he has a friend 
(however peculiar) his own age, as does meeting the more ordinary Sam, who is mesmerised by the Cirque du Freak. 
Alan Cumming reads the story with sensitivity for Darren's loneliness and new life and yet with some enjoyment of 
the gruesomeness of drinking blood and bizarreness of some of the characters in the Cirque du Freak. The tale may not 
make very peaceful bedtime reading, but will definitely keep children with a thirst for shivers and sweats engrossed. 
The breaks in the readings are sometimes laboured, so that the next chapter feels anticlimactic, but also are timed so 
that before you realise it, you'll have listened to most of the tale, always wanting to have your suspicions of what 
happens next confirmed. Darren's adventures, and encounters with a variety of characters (whether part of the Cirque 
du Freak or not) are particularly enthralling with Cumming's different voices, so that it almost feels as if Mr Crepsley 
or Mr Tiny are really in the room with you. The ending explores from a very original angle the importance of 
friendship and such everyday themes as these ensure that it seems likely that any number of seemingly ordinary 
teenage boys could be part-time vampires. --Olivia DickinsonFrom .co.ukThe Vampire's Assistant is the second 
instalment in the saga of Darren Shan, which began with Cirque du Freak. Then, Darren made the difficult decision to 
become a half-vampire to save his best mate Steve Leopard's life. Now, he must leave his friends and family behind as 
he travels cross-country with the vampire Mr Crepsley and the Cirque du Freak. Early on, Darren dispels the vampire 
myth in his typically facetious fashion:Crosses and holy water didn't hurt us. All garlic did was give us bad breath ... A 
stake through the heart would kill us, of course, but so would a bullet or a knife or electricity ... We were tougher to 
kill than normal people, but we weren't indestructible. However, despite Darren's seeming flippancy, The Vampire's 
Assistant is not for the squeamish or faint-hearted. How long can Darren go before he must drink human blood? How 
safe are Darren's new-found friends? Why don't the mysterious, blue-hooded dwarves speak or cry out in pain? And 
does their master Mr Des Tiny really feed on little children? No one is safe in this gruesome, macabre tale--more a 
who's-going-to-do-what than a who-dunnit: And then the red monster was on him. Stanley opened his mouth to 
scream, but before he could, the monster's hands--claws?--clamped over his mouth. There was a brief struggle, then 
Stanley was sliding to the floor, unconscious, unseeing, unknowing. Familiar characters include Mr Tall, the wolf-man 
and Evra, the snake boy, who are more fleshed out in this follow-up. New characters include Darren's new mate Sam 
and R G (Reggie Veggie), an ecowarrior. If book one whet your appetite, then The Vampire's Assistant will certainly 
leave you hungry for more. Watch out for the next fang-tastic sequel. --Nicola Perry 


