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Von John Fisher : Tony Hancock: The Definitive Biography  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Tony Hancock: The Definitive Biography: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A very 
sad storyVon Nicholas RonaiJohn Fisher writes extremely well about a very complicated and difficult subject. His 
analysis of Hancock's character is thorough and revealing. If your only experience of Hancock is the great radio and 
television shows, his subsequent decline into alcoholism and self-loathing will come as a shock. Fisher has been 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002RI9J1O


thorough in his use of first-hand sources which include a range of people who came into contact with Hancock both in 
the world of entertainment and his private life. Hancock's desperate attempts to seek world-wide fame in films 
(especially in the USA) blinded him to the fact that his real strength lay in what he did best - the portrayal of an 
ordinary Englishman coping with the ups and downs of everyday life.

KurzbeschreibungTony Hancock was regarded as the best radio and television comic of his era. A man whose star 
burned brightly in the eyes and ears of millions before his untimely death. This is the first fully authorised account of 
his life.Tony Hancock was one of post-war Britains most popular comedians his radio show Hancocks Half Hour 
would clear the streets as whole families tuned in to listen.His peerless timing and subtle changes in intonation marked 
Hancock out as a comic genius. His character Anthony Aloysius St John Hancock was an amplification of his own 
persona, a pompous prat whose dreams of success are constantly thwarted. The original British loser that we recognise 
in Victor Meldrew and Alan Partridge. Wonderfully supported by a cast including Sid James, Hattie Jacques and 
Kenneth Williams, and working with scripts from Ray Galton and Alan Simpson, Hancock became a huge star. The 
show was commisioned for TV, showcasing his talent for hilarious facial expression, and he became the first British 
comedian to earn a thousand pounds a week.Behind Tony Hancocks success however hid the self-destructive 
behaviour that plagued him all his life. Prone to self-doubt, and wanting to be the star of his own show, he got rid of 
James, and finally dismissed Galton and Simpson who had created the platform for his success.His private life was 
wracked by his ever increasing alcoholism and bouts of depression, and his relationships shattered by his capacity for 
violence. His ratings fell and, feeling washed up and alone after divorcing his second wife, he committed suicide in an 
Australian hotel room in 1968.Now, forty years after his death John Fisher explores the turbulent life of a man 
regarded by his peers as one of the greatest British comics to have ever lived.PressestimmenPraise for Tommy Cooper: 
Always Leave them Laughing: 'A monumental and masterly biography of the great Cooper.' Daily Mail ' "The 
definitive biography of a comedy legend" -- for once a book lives up to its blurb.' Michael 
ParkinsonKurzbeschreibungTony Hancock was regarded as the best radio and television comic of his era. A man 
whose star burned brightly in the eyes and ears of millions before his untimely death. This is the first fully authorised 
account of his life.Tony Hancock was one of post-war Britains most popular comedians his radio show Hancocks Half 
Hour would clear the streets as whole families tuned in to listen.His peerless timing and subtle changes in intonation 
marked Hancock out as a comic genius. His character Anthony Aloysius St John Hancock was an amplification of his 
own persona, a pompous prat whose dreams of success are constantly thwarted. The original British loser that we 
recognise in Victor Meldrew and Alan Partridge. Wonderfully supported by a cast including Sid James, Hattie Jacques 
and Kenneth Williams, and working with scripts from Ray Galton and Alan Simpson, Hancock became a huge star. 
The show was commisioned for TV, showcasing his talent for hilarious facial expression, and he became the first 
British comedian to earn a thousand pounds a week.Behind Tony Hancocks success however hid the self-destructive 
behaviour that plagued him all his life. Prone to self-doubt, and wanting to be the star of his own show, he got rid of 
James, and finally dismissed Galton and Simpson who had created the platform for his success.His private life was 
wracked by his ever increasing alcoholism and bouts of depression, and his relationships shattered by his capacity for 
violence. His ratings fell and, feeling washed up and alone after divorcing his second wife, he committed suicide in an 
Australian hotel room in 1968.Now, forty years after his death John Fisher explores the turbulent life of a man 
regarded by his peers as one of the greatest British comics to have ever lived. 


