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Von William Shakespeare : Two Gentlemen of Verona (Illustrated) (English Edition)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Two Gentlemen of Verona (Illustrated) 
(English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Simply 
MagnificentVon Sean Ares HirschA combination of "Romeo and Juliet," "Much Ado About Nothing," "As You Like 
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It," and "King Lear?" Well somehow, Shakespeare made it work. Like "Romeo and Juliet" we have a protagonist 
(Imogen) who falls under her father's rages because she will not marry who he wants her to. Like "Much Ado About 
Nothing," we have a villain (Iachimo) who tries to convince a man (Posthumus) that the woman he loves is full of 
infidelity. Like "As You Like It," we have exiled people who praise life in the wilderness and a woman who disguises 
herself as a man to search for her family in the wilderness. Like "King Lear," we have a king who's rages and 
miscaculated judgement lead to disastorous consequences. What else is there? Only beautiful language, multiple plots, 
an evil queen who tries to undermind the king, an action filled war, suspense, a dream with visions of Pagan gods, and 
a beautiful scene of reconciliation at the end. While this is certainly one of Shakespeare's longer plays, it is well worth 
the time.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Archetype of Later Romantic ComediesVon 
Donald MitchellAlthough few would claim that Two Gentlemen of Verona is one of Shakespeare's greatest plays, it is 
well worth reading in order to serve as a reference for the best of his romantic comedies. In essence, Two Gentlemen 
of Verona gives you a measuring stick to see the brilliance in the best works.The play has the first of Shakespeare's 
many brave, resourceful and cross-dressing heroines, Julia.Shakespeare always used his fools and clowns well to make 
serious statements about life and love, and to expose the folly of the nobles. Two Gentlemen of Verona has two very 
fine comic scenes featuring Launce. In one, he lists the qualities of a milk maid he has fallen in love with and helps us 
to see that love is blind and relative. In another, he describes the difficulties he has delivering a pet dog to Silvia on his 
master, Proteus', behalf in a way that will keep you merry on many a cold winter's evening.The story also has one of 
the fastest plot resolutions you will ever find in a play. Blink, and the play is over. This nifty sleight of hand is 
Shakespeare's way of showing that when you get noble emotions and character flowing together, things go smoothly 
and naturally.The overall theme of the play develops around the relative conflicts that lust, love, friendship, and 
forgiveness can create and overcome. Proteus is a man who seems literally crazed by his attraction to Silvia so that he 
loses all of his finer qualities. Yet even he can be redeemed, after almost doing a most foul act. The play is very 
optimistic in that way.I particularly enjoy the plot device of having Proteus and Julia (pretending to be a page) playing 
in the roles of false suitors for others to serve their own interests. Fans of Othello will enjoy these foreshadowings of 
Iago.The words themselves can be a bit bare at times, requiring good direction and acting to bring out the full conflict 
and story. For that reason, I strongly urge you to see the play performed first. If that is not possible, do listen to an 
audio recording as you read along. That will help round out the full atmosphere that Shakespeare was developing 
here.After you finish Two Gentlemen of Verona, think about where you would honor friendship above love, where 
equal to love, and where below love. Is friendship less important than love? Or is friendship merely less intense? Can 
you experience both with the same person?Enjoy close ties of mutual commitment . . . with all those you feel close 
to!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Archetype of Later Romantic ComediesVon Donald 
MitchellAlthough few would claim that Two Gentlemen of Verona is one of Shakespeare's greatest plays, it is well 
worth reading in order to serve as a reference for the best of his romantic comedies. In essence, Two Gentlemen of 
Verona gives you a measuring stick to see the brilliance in the best works.The play has the first of Shakespeare's many 
brave, resourceful and cross-dressing heroines, Julia.Shakespeare always used his fools and clowns well to make 
serious statements about life and love, and to expose the folly of the nobles. Two Gentlemen of Verona has two very 
fine comic scenes featuring Launce. In one, he lists the qualities of a milk maid he has fallen in love with and helps us 
to see that love is blind and relative. In another, he describes the difficulties he has delivering a pet dog to Silvia on his 
master, Proteus', behalf in a way that will keep you merry on many a cold winter's evening.The story also has one of 
the fastest plot resolutions you will ever find in a play. Blink, and the play is over. This nifty sleight of hand is 
Shakespeare's way of showing that when you get noble emotions and character flowing together, things go smoothly 
and naturally.The overall theme of the play develops around the relative conflicts that lust, love, friendship, and 
forgiveness can create and overcome. Proteus is a man who seems literally crazed by his attraction to Silvia so that he 
loses all of his finer qualities. Yet even he can be redeemed, after almost doing a most foul act. The play is very 
optimistic in that way.I particularly enjoy the plot device of having Proteus and Julia (pretending to be a page) playing 
in the roles of false suitors for others to serve their own interests. Fans of Othello will enjoy these foreshadowings of 
Iago.The words themselves can be a bit bare at times, requiring good direction and acting to bring out the full conflict 
and story. For that reason, I strongly urge you to see the play performed first. If that is not possible, do listen to an 
audio recording as you read along. That will help round out the full atmosphere that Shakespeare was developing 
here.After you finish Two Gentlemen of Verona, think about where you would honor friendship above love, where 
equal to love, and where below love. Is friendship less important than love? Or is friendship merely less intense? Can 
you experience both with the same person?Enjoy close ties of mutual commitment . . . with all those you feel close to!

KurzbeschreibungThe Two Gentlemen of Verona is a comedy by William Shakespeare, believed to have been written 
between 1589 and 1592. It is considered by some to be Shakespeare's first play, and is often seen as showing his first 
tentative steps in laying out some of the themes and motifs with which he would later deal in more detail; for example, 



it is the first of his plays in which a heroine dresses as a boy. The play deals with the themes of friendship and 
infidelity, the conflict between friendship and love, and the foolish behaviour of people in love.PressestimmenA 
remarkable edition, one that makes Shakespeare s extraordinary accomplishment more vivid than ever. James Shapiro, 
professor, Columbia University, bestselling author of A Year in the Life of Shakespeare: 1599 A feast of literary and 
historical information. The Wall Street Journal""A remarkable edition, one that makes Shakespeare's extraordinary 
accomplishment more vivid than ever."--James Shapiro, professor, Columbia University, bestselling author of A Year 
in the Life of Shakespeare: 1599 "A feast of literary and historical information."--The Wall Street 
JournalKurzbeschreibungThe Two Gentlemen of Verona is a comedy by William Shakespeare, believed to have been 
written between 1589 and 1592. It is considered by some to be Shakespeare's first play, and is often seen as showing 
his first tentative steps in laying out some of the themes and motifs with which he would later deal in more detail; for 
example, it is the first of his plays in which a heroine dresses as a boy. The play deals with the themes of friendship 
and infidelity, the conflict between friendship and love, and the foolish behaviour of people in love. 


